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a © Grad of God chat. briogeth Salvation has apprar- 
Z d to __ Men ; ; teaching #5. that denying Ungodlineſs and 
worldly Lufts, we ſhould tive ſoberly . ;. righteouſly and 
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| Brothren, 


Gol for 
wed: So it 
our to: guide and 
important Buſineſs of pac nc out your Phil.2.3 
mz Salvation: ; Andin .. order thereto 1 
ave in the following. Pages given you 
(as it were in.one. View), a,, Summary of 


"hall be 


To my. plas Pa- 
* riſhioners of Ailes= 
. bam, in the County 
of N hs 


S'my heerte | Dios at Proper MD 


is, that Je; may be ſa- 


great Endea- 


.in this 


thoſe Chriftian, Datzes\ (with. their 


| Fw to-them): which:I- or ne 
$ceffary to Eternal: Life, which (being 
fuch) I intend (God willing) 
{the conſtant-Subje& of my pablick Diſ: 
courſes among |you. 
earneſtly recommend them ; befoxe-hand 
[to your ſerious and conſtant Peruſal, that 


to. make 


And': therefore I do 


your- Minds; by forming the ſame 


Notions of the Chriſtian-Doftrin -with 


ſelf, may better apprehend my . 


Az 


| Mcaning in my. Sermons, - and conſe- 
= be the better enabled, not only 
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you , but alſo to edifie or profit wy | 
And the: great. concern- I have or þ 
your Eternal Welfare, makes me ak 


OQ 


more defirous of og ready. complyance WL 


with theſe” Wy... 


ndeavours, to -. build uf ; 


you" UP in your moſt holy Faith," the end} f | 


whereof is nothing leis. than the Salva: | 
.x Pet. 1.9. 1707 of your Souls. 


It is to' be obſerved. awd remembred, - | 


that our.compoſition is not made up of | 


what 1s ſenſible only (though-we chief, 


- converſe' with hs) but that Man © 
ſifts of a Soul, as well as a Body,s | 


our experience 'may convince os, thatdoul 
Luk. 12.15, the World is nota ſuitable, or: ſatisfaQ- Jone 


ory- good f for the one; »though it be for {ſa 


the other: which plainly ſhews that : t he : 
' our chief Fad 4 is, not to'eat;,*and drink, Jyou 


"and feep, and carry ona; fow wordly 
Deſigns; & then go out bf theWorld asig: 


norant,& leſs innocent thaniwe came into Jieal 


 it;but our'gteatEnd is:to cultivate our bet-' 


Ecclet, ter Part ,' 4nd by the- conſtant exerciſe of : | 
22. 13, Religion fit our Souls for-that - /prrirual Fink 


and immortal Life, the loſs whereof,not Þ 
even the-whole World-it ſelf, can com- Þ 
ED -and'yet nothing*can-put us 1n- 


_ Mat.16,26. 


, to the Poſſeſfion of it, bur keeping the w 
7: Commandments. - For ſoit has pleaſed Þ} 
the Wiſdom 'of God'to make Religion; F 


or Obedience to his Laws, at once the Ih! 
Condition of our future Happineſs, and -J8 


the 
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y itifbe :ineceſfary. Preparation for it> For”. . 
; for fis/our- likeneſs to, or 'reſemblance of - 
the Jod;* that-mauſt diſpoſe us. to. reliſh any + 
ance Jfleaſure in the preſence and. enjoyment. © 
41d Jobim, (for no one delighteth in the 
end Jtonverſation of- him, who. is of a temp- 
:loa- fer; contrary: to his awn) and *tis our Obe- 
_ Idience:to his Will, that muſt make ps __. 
red, like: him, - (i. e.) boly as he 7s holy, and = Petr.x5, - 
of Jeonſequently bappy as he is happy. __— SE 
efly, 4 50 thatthe variousDuties of the Chriſti- ' . 
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'of F And it- may be of great encourage- 

#al Jitent to your Duty to-:confider, that as. 

ot Fit.is thus exceeding neceſlary to be praQti- -- 

m- Jed; So it is with all as ealie to be 

n- Jxnown:- It is made fo plain, that he © 

he Jwbo runs may read it, -and according- : 

ed Jy it ſeems to have been more throughly 

n; Fanderſtood, (1. am ſure much. better . 
praiſed ) by poor Sheperds, and * 


R £ a 

d , fienorant Fiſhermen, than by the” moſt © _ 

e Fkarned Philoſophers, and Drſputers - of 1Cor.1.s 57 
26 F © Wes this 


hy 


Wo 22+ 3. "hls - World; and St. Paul, cho 4 
Scholar, was yet'to reach the < " 
x Cot.1.17« not with Wiſdom of Words ; and: L c 
fore there is not ſo much need of Logi « / 
or the Art" of reaſoning, as of zrue ey | x 
and Piety to underſtand it. So that if £ 
ye bring but along with you to theſe kf 
an boneft-and docible temper of Sou Y 
Jawes:.21 could eh e- pig ( with as lite 
: trouble as ye ould efire) know-eno Þ 
. *T1m-3.15 25 make you wiſe unto Salvation. 
And when once ye have. arcained 6 
ſuch 'a degree of Knowledge in they 
N Duties, then all that 'r« = 
to be further urged, is only- that ? 
would pleaſe to remember our ory 
Words to his Diſciptes ; If ye knowrh 
tbings,bappy are ye if ye dot 


ye may, .as 'ris the earneft'defire Soft ar 
| Tall be the great Endeavour 6f, oy 


Tour moſt fairbful, Brien ny 
ond loving Paftor,, 


Joatan Wreads | 


rich '; Gort Vi iew- if he Principat” 
Xl | Duties of the c Dries Tr” 
| '. Figion, GeC. 


OD, Whe would have all men to be-ſa- x Tin: FR 
ved, and come to the Knowledge of the 4. | 
Truth, has unplanted in every. M Mats © 
a Deſire of H Happineſs z an&$in the 

{Nas made true Religion, that is to. ſay, 

5 Obſervance of the Laws of Chnilf;: 
oo rn Attainment” of that. Deſi e. 
Fthat- it mes - PLce x him ee 1 


F his bog i 
EAnd .as *tis your Duty thus to Ty .Bo 
9 + thi Care of your Souls upon men. 'Y 
7 £1] mine to inform-you;- what . ye 
Woke chrneh fe, and that is, int hart.» 
the : Dofhrin of | loan 7 1; 
e exprehttcth it, W [7 .6 
F | bus Fo Sr and bas ON to all + 
en) teacheth us, namely, that Denying Ungod- 11, Ih» - 
| Jil 5, and wordly 'y Luſfts, we ſhould live ſaberly 
\ Yriehtconl;, and godly, (im; this preſent World. 
. | This 1s the Sum of wine We, on our Part, 
hi Fpromifed to God and Chriſt.-to perform, when 
' F' ve: were baptized into the Grifies Religion, /--. 
 . .Þ for Baptiſm is that Ceremony, by which Gog- 
= _ 1nto- Covenant, he eng Fob, to 
. | baptized, wherein 15 to - profni 
_ Þ certain Advantages to \them on his Paxt was 
| the Perſons to be baptized: cn ram obſerve 
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ed on Gods part, are (as our ,Church + 
chiim informs ns # 


ALS®. 


Stipulation, .or..the Covenaiic 72 he nerf Orme F Vs 


$10) 8 


” Firſt, That we , hall be made Members of >. 


Chriſt, © ( that is to ſay) Members of his ſpirz: 
tual Body, the Crch, whereof Chriſt himſelf 
the Head, from whom, we are to expe all 


our Strength and Power to live as becometh the d 


ey 
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worthy of the Lord unto all Well-pleaſing. 


© ,.Secondly, That we ſhall be made the Child. th 


ren. of God, that is, God ( with whom we. 
are in Coyenant) will. adopt 'tis for his. Sons 


:© through Faith in, and Obedience to, - Chriſt 


is 
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Rom.'/; 4 One Saviour, and as his Sons will expett only 
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F. 6, 
Luke 
EI. 13. 
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.-. afifial Obedience ; will readily. paſs by our "I... 
+ Infirmities, freely forgive our Sins, and be 
| reconciled to us, in and throurh the Be- | Wh 


Fived, "will beſtow upon ns his Holy Spirit, "and. 
"with Him, a 'Siupply of all things neceſſary 
for the . Stpport of our ſpiritual Life and, 


Growth in Grace. : 
"Thirdly, as a' Conſequence of this, we ſhall 


be alſo made TInheritors of the Kingdom' of, $5. 


Heaven; for if. we are (as I. ſaid" juſt now 
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we were) hereby made. the Children of God, the * 


Apoſtle's Concluſion is very ftrong, that if Child- - 


ren, then Heirs, Heirs off God, and-joynt Heirs with - " 


Chrift, which can import nothing lefs than ' that: 
we ſhall be, together with him, Hejrs of , Sat+ 
arts. OD VT bis hg 
_ All this-5, in ſhort, what Go makes over 
to 1s 'in the Covenant of Baptiſm All which 
we'can expect, 'only upon Condition of the 
Performance of our Part of this ſacred Co- 
venant; "For ſnch is the | Nature of Cove- 
-nants, that when one of the Perſons cove : 
-"nanting &r contractins receedeth from his 
'Part of the+ Covenint | he does thereby aCtn- 
ally'acquit _ the other, with whom/he cove- 
nanted, from all- Obli gation to perform is 
OIINS | ar 


"" Chriſtian 1 Religion, "HG © 


"Mart * the. Covenany. = that if we do not 
m our Part of this Covenant, made in 
pa, we moo ducharge God from 
ation of performing his Part, and* 
.% he 7 t ſtands ns in great ſtead to be v 
4 4 ual in onr Obſervance of thoſe Sacred 
Ibligations, which we laid upon -our Selves 
| our Baptifm: becauſe' all the Pt iviledge 
Felon to ns, as Chriſtians, together w1 
wr Eternal Life and” Happineſs, either ſflandor - 
F ll by our well or non-Performance of them'z 
- i Bp and he only, has delivered «s L- Theft. 
ſe. a7 : the Wrath to come, and*reconciled us to God by I. tor 
5 $f Death ; yet it muſt be with all-remember'd, 2 Cor.. 
| the Benefits of his Death ant Paſſion are 5- 18. 
TEE and that he is Become the Author Acts 
: Salvation; only to them that obey bim, 4. 12. - 
his s bein therefore a-Matter of great Iitnpor- Heb. 
Inc . I ſhall be the more INS ar (as far as 5+ 9+ 
ny bb5ry -Brevity will admit) in my Confi- | 
ration © of thoſe © Conditions, which every. - 
riſian is ſuppoſed to promiſe, -in his Bap+ 
, faithfully to obſerve; and theſe et 
i e than what the Grate of God." (which; WS 
| 9 bo to all men) teacheth ws, 'vizcthae? den I Tit 2) 
dlineſs, and. wordly Lnſds; We ſhould live oberly, LI, 12. 
be) teonſly, and- Godly, inthis preſent World, Fe Ecclef. 
bis is the Whole of Man, the Sum of all "that 12: a 
Jod requires at ourhands; in order to the wrk- Phil. 
| out our go lymn our Duty conſiſts only in 2- I2.:. 
ete twa' Things chewing m_ and. doing Plal.: 
: The Evil to 4 sf ewes. deny ed, or for- 34+ 14-2 
fiken by us is: comprehended} under” theſe few 2 TOgN 2h, 
Words; Un godtineſs - and. wordly. Lofts, and the. | 
bood, in theſe, The Living Soberly, Righteouſly, 
{ Godly, in this preſent World, -. 
"1, One Condition of the forementioned Pri- 
"4 is, that we Deny Vngod/ineſs or {Impi- 
&y.” Now as * Piety is that Part of onr Dut ow * Tories” 
ich has a more immediate Relation to Go 
* Impiety or Vng gn may be fuppoſed to * "772g, 
A $i: COm- _ | 
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comprehend in iþ all thoſe Su which a 
1N 1 02 


V MAre 1 Him, vy 

7: be all reduced to _— — 
L. The Diſowning Him the true God, for 

dh. The ſetting up other Gods beſides hi 


oſh24.27-.. 3. The Diſow the true God wh riot 
__ God implies in it, Ns Dit owning .or Det F Id t 
Adsr724, Him in our Thoughts ; either "thi 4 
Plal. 73: not at all, or _ ply rl; 

ing-Him 3n- our by arg ba 

Es and en deavorrng © pure Lg 

ont - £4 It: Song alfely — 50 ' Sick 
MM Bop, 
2B. A Living as wit i”. af . 

World, either by 7 Omitting our known.D t ja ky 

to him, or Committing wilful Sins againſfÞ., 

him. 'All oe.” are notorious Inflnes nec 

U _ .confiſteth, not aha te 


kt 4 ; . 


ulkng » 
b s; on an ah a Setting up 0 
ie ps ond Wag, L Which gn Sa be & 
LE os 
£V.26. I. I tu or any Qther bw} 
Rom, x. 23. Room of f the 5 a - Heli: 
KESI72.9. Rees = By workkiping: any other God ge FD 
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17. 33- + 3dly. 2 thoſe Afts of Worſhip. to. 

ph. 1.5. any ty. By gi Sos which are due to God: ons hy 
The two former of theſe relate to the Ido-Y&- 

trous Worſhip 'of the Heathens, which wag... 

one Sin, that Chriſtians formerl promt- hs 

ſed in their © Bapriſi to forſake, when they... 

oed to: Renounce the Devil, and all hs . 

orks; and the Jatter is what. Chriſtians, aot op 

only were, but are now a-days obliged-to Re-Wes, 

nounce, and yet but 'too irequaley adhere | 7 


= *7 fi Hm R "4," 5 * &c. pg £24 ry 
ITE areape to 0 Repo (as GX Expe- . -"M 
e] Hope in Ned Ko Rom 20s i 
——"IorUmng-2 large of Love to them, than. 
3 $ God himſelf ; wr ol” them their Gods. 
g their Happineſs. And accordingly we. are 
47 d in Seripture.of ſome;+ Whoſe od is 5 ol | 
| bind, Wy; of others, Who ſacrifice to their Net, av Phil. D'S 77% 
—W pn hero tht Drag ; of ſome, Who truſt in Hab. i; 16.- 
 WBriots, 9nd ſome in Horſes ;"0f others, Who minke P(al. 20: 7.” 
os their Hope, and ſay bo the fiye Gold, Thow = 03996" 
"0 bnhrees ; wn Sin is therefore j 


g2t rt” | : 2.1 
by, Ns | pb opce: God dons, Both oth hes "LL 
CKE }- in 
"— We ell Sie Rilea hm ro otheg app 1s Are- 
. JIanerctore included is greav Sim of Yogpdli T 


% a * 0 5, Which we: mult deny. 


2th: Another Condition of the fore-ments- 
d Privi $ is, out ſorſaking wordly Luſls. 
y wordly uſts I underſtand all the diforder- 


x Motions, whether of our” Underſtandings, 
falls, Aﬀections; or ' Appetites, as they. are 
i depraved or corrupte by: the Abuſe” of our: -- 


_ -x. As to the Diſorders, of our Underſtandings . 
w hen theſe, in ÞPerſnance of their natural {A 

dination: to Knowledge,-either thirft-after that. 
which is neither proper, nor ſafe to beknowng Dent. 
the ſecret Things 0 God, and. the pleaſures pg 29-29 
bn;or after that which is both ſafe and” pro-.- 
et to be known, inan undue manner, -as when * D 
we immoderafely - ſtudy humane Learning to OM-I, Xx. 
> utter Negled- of divine Knowledg Þand.3 Le 
ie Care of--onr Souls, our Under iigs ave 


Goth theſe caſes pindine bf ſinful? 
' Nah; There is a ion -refiding a1fS 35 in” 


rWillswhich diverts: lens fram theuEmbra- Rom: 0.” 
of chiefeſt good by —_ the Spiritual things of God, TR 


q theix over-carneft Perſwt of--ſenſual Pleaſures, 
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by which they being enſlaved and brought into 
Rom. 7.23. Captivity to the Law of Sin, are likewiſe produd-þ 
_- xe of many ſinful Laſts. But, 2 , 
3dlv. And above all, our . Aﬀections have þ 
ſnffer'd' very. much: by the Abuſe of our ſelyes; F 
Col. I. 21. axe very extravagant in their Motions, and: Þ 
withal but too eafie to be miſled ; thus no- 
': thing is more common, than to ſee the two-Þ 
; great governing Paſſions in us, E mean our Love: ] 
and Hatred, miſplaced, by loving what we Þ 
- _ _ - onght to hate, ſuch. are ſinful Pleaſures; andvÞ 
Pſal-97.:0 hating that, which we ought to love, ſuch Þ 
are God and Goodneſs; or if we love and ffery. 
Main. hate what we ought; yet- it is often done in a 
22. 37-- diſptoportionate manner, either by perſuing F 
the beſt things with an indifferent Aﬀection; Þl 
and indifterent things, ſuch as wordly Goods, Þ 
with our beſt Aﬀection ; or avoiding the leaſt I « 
Evils, ſnch as temporal Calamities, with ous 
eateſt Hatred; and the greateſt Eyils, yis, Jutio! 
in, and-eternal Death, with a leſs Hate, or- mth 
Averſion ; in any of theſe Miſcarriages, which gsto' 
(God knows) are but too trequent,we blindly run- Ihat- 
into finful Luſts. EST SS (11 
q4thly.And Laſtly, The diſorderly Appetites of Þ 1 
the Body, together with that of carnal Cons Þeſb, 
cupiſcence, may in a'more peculiar manner, ÞÞd t 
be called fleſhly Lnits; thus when we eat att: I 
Rom. 13. drink more than is confiſtent with our Health, 
73.14. and the ſprightly- Operations .of. the Sonl, or Is, 
Jer. 5. 8. when our carnal Concupiſcence. 15. directed to - Ft 
a wrong Object, or immoderately 'uſed on a felve 
lawful one, they are in the. very. matter 
them ſinful Luſts. 5s | "i 
And thus having enquired into the Sarde wo 
tions of our Nature,'tis not difficult to forebode 
what ( without the Application of Religion )- 
mult be the unhappy Effects of them.. It were 
caſte. to ſhew how every one of thoſe. fleſhly 
Lufſts in particular; reckoned up by the Apotle, 
flow from one or-other of. our diſordered and 
| . corrupted 


FF Chriſtian Religion, Ve. 3 4 
5m {yrrupted Faculties. But this were a task, as 
xdud- hot very agreeable to my intended Brevity; ſo 

i could hope) not very neceflary, in as mnch * 

haves & the Lnſ?s of the Fleſh are manifeſs, which are Gal. 5. 19. 
elves; Þþſe, Adultery, Fornication ,Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſ- 20, 21. 

and: &6, 1dolatry, Witchchraft, Hatred, Yariance, Emu- 

; no- fions, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, Envyings, 
two Borders, Drunkenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like. 

Loye- F Thefe and: ſuch like,” are. the Luſts, - which 
- we the muſt deny; that 1s, which we- mult avoid ; 
and+Þid that not only in their grofler Acts, but we 
- uſt reſiſt and ſtifle (as much as poſſible ) the 
ery firſt Motions inus; and in order thereto, 
fe muſt form before-hand firm and well- 
 Fronnded Reſolntions neyer to yield them our 
- Bſſent, and leſt onr Refolutions, when tryed 
hould not be found faithful, we ſhould prudent- 
cut off all Occaſion of Diſpute, and indu- 
knouſly ſhun even the very Shadow of a Temp- ng 
ation. All this Care and Caution is implyed -7 Theſf: 

«Im this one word Deny. And thus we ſee what it 5* 22- 
$to:deny Ungodlineſs and wordly Luſts, and 

- hatin effect 1t. is the. ſame as to Renownce the gg 6.55; 
evil. and -all his Works, the. Pomps and Yanities-of 


es of fibis wicked World, and : all the ſinful. Luſts of the 
Cons Weſb, as our Church Catechiſm exprefleth it; 
ner, find this is one great Part of our Baptiſmal Yow.' 
attd. What which-is further required of us to procure - 
ulth, Þ.a_ Right to. the . fore-mentioned Priviledges 
or Its, That we live Soberly Righteouſly and Godly in ,. * 
| to his preſent World ; ſoberly in Relation to our + oh. 
Mn a ſelves, Righteoufly in reference to our Neiwgh-" - E 
of Four, and Godly - in reſpect to God, which- - 
_ Utter, being the Foundation- of the. other : 
oh two, I ſhall beg leave 'to invert their Order, 
ode. flnd begin with that firſt, which 1s here” 
mn) ft laſt, and that is, the Living Godly, 
ere } Godlineſs (os as-it here ſignifies) * Piety, * *Evo28caw- 
hly - Thath ( as I before hinted ) a ſpecial Regard to 


thoſe Commands of God, which have a more 
mmediate aſpe& upon. God. himſelf, and fo 
| - chiefly 


14 4 fhortVrewof the. is 
chiefly imports our duty towards God, the whileliec in 
a ro. whereof. is ſum'd up by the Author to the-Hefhind, 
* 1 * brews in few words, namely, the believing tha hen 
he is, \and that he is a Rewarder of them that dilihict 
gently ſeek him. - As to his Exiſtence, this he of 
might evince from, not” only his Works of f thi 
Creation and Providence, but fron the Natnrex 
and Di&ates of every Mans Conſcience, ſugsWyai/e 
Aits17.27-geſting to him, that God . is nor far from every ens 
one of #5, Which: gives me reafonable gronndsh 
of hope, that my time and pains would-be 
better ſpent mm —_— his Efſence, than inf 
proving his Exiſtence, that is, in-ſhewing youth 
what he is, rather than that he is. Now Ft! 
God (as far as an infinite Being can be. concei- Tecta 
ved or deſcribed by a finite Ugderſtanding ) «4h 
Spirit, the Creator of all things, Inviſible, 
h Joh 4.2 4- whom no Man hath ſeen or can ſee, Ommfſci not 
ActS17.24- or, knowing all things. Moſt Holy, True, Eternal; Ye 
x Tim. r. Unchangeable, Omnipotent, . Perfectly Good, both inÞylmi 
I7. 6. 16. himſelf, and to us. Omnipreſent,, or every where i 
Joh.2 1.17. preſent. Moſt fuf#, Mercifiul and Loving; - who, fyilli 
I SAM. 2-2. thongh one in Eſſence, exiſts in three Perſons, are 
ow 3+33- Father, Son and Holy Ghoft, from which (thongh'fþ 
Aal. 90:2-imperfe@) Account of the Divine Being; it s jy 
Jam. 1. 17. eafte to deduce or draw our various Obligati- hari 
Gen. 17.1. ons to him, as thus.Since from this Deſcrintion fg 11 
Plal. 119. of God 'tis plain«that we owe our ſelves unto fy: 
68, him, we owe withal, all poſſible Service fif,, 
Pſal. 139. to him, which (to procure his divine Ac-Þ 
7« 145. 17. ceptance) muſt. be ſuited to his Nature, and. 
Deut. 7. 9. that being Spiritual, it follows that we mult Y&. 
Exod. 34.6. worſhip him in Spirit, or With a ſpiritual Wor- Jy 
r-Tim.2:5. ſhip, that is, we muſt make all poſſible and jult Jy. 
John 5-7. acknowledgments of the divine Perfections, 
John 4. chiefly by the Powers. of 'our Souls, . yet notY 
23, 24 excluding thoſe of our Bodies, with which we ff 
Eph. 3: 14+ muſt glorify him, as well as with our Spirits, and J,.- 
rCol. 6.20. that, by ſuch humble geſtures of Body, asf, 
Acts20.36. teſtify and extoll the adorable Perfections of Y 
Rev. 4+ God to others; we muſt entertain right appr OP 
IO, II. henfions of- the divine Nature and Excelien-g” 


fe» 
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b | Chriftian Religion, &c: rs "I 
 Wholefes in our Minds, frequently call - them to 
he: &Sind, firmly believe tha, ly delight in Pal. 73« 

"3 thathem, and # far as *tis poſſible) imitate thoſe 25, 28. 
at dili. yt ich are imitable by us. We muſt further, 

this bt of our great Eſteem for, and deep ſenſe 
rks off theſe his Excellencies,admire and adore him, — 18. 3. 
NatmeShw down our Souls before him in Prayer and 96. 4+ * 
> fupFraiſes to-him, as to our oreat Creator and Heb1z. 15” 
" every Fenefactor, in whom we continually live, move,and Acts17.2.8. 

NS eve owr Beings, All this is no more than a juſt 
uld--be feknowledzment of 'what God is in himſelf, 
arr in; ad here deſcribed to us; for thus' our Faith | 
1 JU Ind Hope, that is to ſay, our Afﬀent to the Johns. 40. 
Now Fraths, which he-bath Tevealed, and our' ex- 
oncet- Feftation of what he has promiſed, are debts Rom. 
© Fe owe to his Veracity or Truth, as founded 10. rt. 

x n his Omniſcience, Holineſs, and his Omni- | 
cient, Sotence. Our love of, and truſt in him, are x Cor. 8.3; 
ernal, he neceſſary effects of our firm Belief of his 1 Tim. 
othin Ain ighty Power, joyned with his infinite 4--10. 
* Jvoodneſs, which renders him both able and Ifa. - 26. 4 

by: milling to do us good. Our fear of him or 
ou are not to offend him is but the natural con- Luk, 12, 5. 
"0 Fequence of our Belief of his Omnipreſence, 
: Ks 2c Juſtice armed with his Omnipotence, Our _ 
12H Ihttience and ſubmiſſion to his Will are but feb. 2. 9. 
DUO Bk ns, the reaſonable prodtifts of his infinite 

UN Bi7:ſ(dom and Greatneſs, exerted in his a&t of 

hs: Creation; Our Honour or onr profound Reve- 1Sarz.z0 

nd tence and Reſpect tohis ſuper-excellent Majeſty, 

"iſ nd to all things relating to him, as his Name, 

xe * Js Word, his Sacraments, his Miniſters, his 

1 A Fouſe, and his Day, our profound Regard to 

Jt Ftheſe naturally flow from our conſideration of. 
noe his boundleſs PerfeCtions. 
 ——'& Laſtly, his Exiſting in three Perſons, Father, 1-Jonn 
1 $», and Holy Ghoſt, inds-upon us freſh Obli- x. 7. 
IE J22tzons of Obedience to them all,8 particular- | 


of ly of owning and renewing our Obligations 
pre. JU Reſohitions of. Obedience to them. 
-n.. Jthe bleſſed Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 


Becauſe 


16 4 ſhort View of- the "mm - 


Becauſe herein we make -a'particular acknowl 
ledgment of what each of theſe bleſſed Per ul 
ſons have done for ns; as that God the Father," 
Rom. s. 8 who once - gave his Son to di? for. the Sins of 1 

| W * ** the whole World, 1s diſpoſed to preſent him hen Mi 
TJonn 2:2. £5; our ſpiritual Food and Suſtenance. The Son” 
Heb . as he once freely offered up himſelf for us upon _. 
Þ. 9:14 the Croſs ; So again freely offers to ns his Bly”! 
Sh. : end Blood in this heavenly Feaſt. And. Laſtly F 
TH 20«.the Holy Ghoſt, conveys that ſtrength and"r&P 
,27, 25 freſhment to our Souls, which is here received A 
Ads 2. 46; from the Body and Blood of Chriſt, All whichF. 
1.Cor, <nbanſeth our Obligations to renew our Obe- 
E. It, 26, Qience to them all, and in order thereto to 
: " come often: to this Bleſſed Sacrament, for the; 
worthy receiving whereof, the beſt Preparati-F 
ON.1S to. /ive Seberly, Righteouſly and Godly, in}. 
this preſent World, And. what it 1s to live Righ-&. 
| __ xeeuſty 1$the ſecond thing to be confider'd by me. Þ;, * 
3 | . Now Righteouſneſs is, in ſhort” nothing I 
| elſe but the giving to every man his'dae, in”. 
all thoſe. various capacities and relations where- 
in he ſtands: Thus there being the relation of Þ 
Magiſtrate and Subject, of Paſtor and Flock, Þ 
of Father and Son, of 'Husband and Wife, ... 
Maſter and Servant, Brethren and Friends, there. 

being alſo+.a common Relation-to all Mankind 
as our Neighbour, Righteouſneſs confilts in.an &þ. 
exact obſeryance, as well of thoſe” ſpecial 
Duties,.* which each of theſe relations may & 
. bring us under in particular, as of all other Þ, 

Duties, which the common relation of Neg | 

bour, lays upon. us in.general ; that -is, in the Y 
91y1ng to every Man his due, not only as he B | 
uy Neighbour, but moreover and above, /as 
he may be concerned with me in any one or 
Rom. 13: more: of the forementioned Relations, Thus 
K-46: (beſides the common Obligation ot Neighbour) 
Ecclel. our Superiors the Magitftrates, being Gods 
To. 20. Vicegerents, -and of his Appointment and 
Pro.20. 22, aCting.by his Anthority juſtly claim of . us an 


- 
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x 


fal Apprehenſion of them in our Thoughts, | 
*T& making an hononrable mention of them 


aCh ($111? 7 


Ted Per 


? 


our Lips, ſubmiting-to them for Conſcience 

tie, paying them their Tribute, and praying for Adts 23:5 
ir happy Government of ns, & that, which in Jud. 8.. 

Mun they owe nnto their Subjects,is their Pro- x Pet.2.13. 

"tion againſt the Afſaults of their Enemies, a Rom. 13. 

1 Mſtant maintenance of their Rights & Proper- 5. 7. 

22& their Liberty and Religion, that' under 1Tum.z, 2, 

w we may lead quiet and peaceable Lives in all 

Wineſs and Honefty, And as to our ſpiritual * Theſl. 

rents who have begotten us through the Goſpel, FI 

Ke alſo we muſt eſteem very highly in love for 2 Tim. 

ir Works Sake, and if they rule well count them Jo I7. 

ptby of double Honour ; which we cannot bet- Heb.13.17 

Fexpreſs, than by attending to their Word and 

3 7 7 3 - 

9» Wrine with the ntmoſt Application- of -our MY 

FInds, and by falling to the practice of it) 

 "Fith all onr Hearts ; which wonld' not only | c " 

5 bent the ungrateful nſe of theCenſares of the p 

Jurch, ( which we muſt ſubmit unto when we 7 , FP! 

nd): dut would better diſpoſe us to afford 

tPaſtors an honourable maintenance, as z# is our | Co ; 

Wes to do, it being ( as St.Paul ſays) a matter ed 

- thera $o0d's own' 0rdaining and: Appointment that 

kind j which preach the Goſpel ſhould Live of the Goſpel 

 Flaſtly, we muſt joyn with them intheir ot- t 

Ying np the publick Prayers of the Church,and ;A** 2:37 


pecial 1 : | | Acts 2..46. 
preſent our privatePrayers toGod for them, © The. © 


Heb. 0.25 


may ; 
ſe: br goodSncceſs on theirLabours,that whilfithey 
Teigh- wh to others,they themſelves may not be caſtaway;but ?* *7- 
1 gi Fer may both ſave themſelves ,& them that hear them, 
he & Jain, Our natural Parents, - being (under 
e as ©) the Anthors and a wn of onr Be- 
>» Þ, acquire hereby a right to our Honour ,, 
ne or Þ g | 
Thus © Eſteem, our Fear and Reyerence, Our Mat.1s.19 
bour) Þ© and- Aﬀection, our Obedience to their C9]. Ras 
fal- Commands, our ſubmiſſion to their 
Gods , b) : 
"and Þſtiſements, and laſtly our Gratitude in Ad- Heb. 12. 9. 
is an Þiſtring to their Wants, and bearing with 1 Tim. 
aw. Ft Infrmities.. And they, as being our Pa- 5. 4. 


rents 
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Becauſe herein we make -a'particular acknow: 
ledgment of what each of theſe bleſſed Per 


ſons have done for us; as that God the FatherÞ 


Rom. 5. 8. 
John 2-2: for our ſpiritual Food and Suſtenance; The 


Heb. 9.14 


EPI og Sf and Blood 1n this heavenly Feaſt. And. Laftly\ 


27, 28, 


I. Cor. 


11, 26, Hience to them all, and in order thereto to 


who once - gave his S»n to diz for. the Sins off 
the whole World, 1s diſpoſed to preſent him her" 


as he once freely offered up himſelf for us upon 0 
the Croſs ; So again freely offers to us his. Ih 


the Holy Gheſt, conveys that ſtrength and” W ; 
freſhment to our Soals, which is here receive(F).. 
A+. from the Body and Blood of Chriſt, All which 4 

- **enhanſeth our Obligations to renew our Ohe-F 


come often- to this Bleſſed Sacrament, for the Þ 
worthy recetving whereof, the beſt Preparati- Þ 
ON. 1s to live Soberly, Righteouſly and Godly, nd, 
this preſent World, And: what 1t 1s to live Righ- þ 


rfal 
6 mM: 
c 


teeuſty 18 the ſecond thing to be confider'd by me, þ | 


— Now Righteouſneſs is, in ſhort” nothing Þ 
elſe but the giving to every man his de, in 


all thoſe. various capacities and relations where: 
in he ſtands; Thus there being the relation of 


Magiſtrate and Subje&, of Paſtor and Flock, [6 
of Father and Son, of 'Husband and Wife, & 


Maſter and Servant, Brethren and Friends, there. 


being alſo\.a common RKelation-to all Mankind 

as our Neighbour, Righteouſneſs confiſts 1n.anÞ” 

exact obſervance, as well of thoſe' ſpecial Þ 

Duties, * which each of theſe relations may | 

. bring us under in particular, as of all other F 

Duties, which the common relation of Netgh | 
[9 


bour, lays upon. us 1n.general ; that 1s, 1n 


uy Neighbour, 'but moreover and above, as 


he may be concerned with me in any one or Þ 


Rom.. 13: more: of the forementioned Relations. Thus 
(beſides the common Obligation ot Neighbour) 


T 4+ . . . [ Ih. 
Eccleſ. our Superiors the Magiſtrates, beins Gods i: 


To. 20. Vicegerents, -and of his Appointment and 
Pro.20. 29, acting. by his Authority juſtly claim of us an 
| / a= 


e. 
g1ving to every Man h1s due, not only as he $$ 


3: 
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! . ; 
know, ral Apprehenfion of them in our Thoughts, | | 
Father e making an hononrable mention of them 
- ith our Lips, fy cnagy. - _ for —_ z 

-*Se, paying them their Trib»te, and pray1 or Acts 22: 
n here nth; Government of ns, 8 that, wha in Jud, g : 
"ren they owe nnto their Subjects,is their Pro- 1 Pet.2, 13. 
$. hf $110 againſt the Afaults of their Enemies, a Rom. 13. 
Lagjaſtant maintenance of their Rights & Proper- 5. 7, 
10:1 Þ, their Liberty and Religion, that' under 1Tim.z, 2. 
cerver is we may lead quiet and peaceable Lives in all , 
whick Wineſs and Honeſt y, And as to our ſpiritual . Theſf; 
Obe:# ents who have begotten us through the Goſpel, Je I3. 
to: ſe alſo we muſt eſffeens very bighly in love for © 11M 
* the 'r Works Sake, and it they rule well count them 9: * Te 
arati. $21 of double Honour ; which we cannot bet- 59+13-17 | 
hs expreſs, than by attending to their Word and 
Ri Frine with the ntmoſt Application- of -our John 
"Finds, and by falling to the practice of it 


Sins off 


this th a1] onr Hearts ; which won d not only | c KA 
ic. 72 event the ungrateful uſe of theCenſures of the |." - 
here: (ch, ( which we muſt ſubmit unto when we G7 - 
on of £24) dut would better diſpoſe us to afford hs 


tPaſtors an honourable maintenance,as it is our 
Wife, Wes to' do, it being ( as St.Paul ſays) a matter 
thor $90d's own Ordaining and Appointment that 
wkind which preach the Goſpel ſhould Ive of the Goſ] pel 
 Ftaſtly, we muſt joyn with them in their of- Luk 
- Ting np the publick Prayers of the Church,and AR EZeH7# 
xy $y preſent our privatePrayers toGod for them, oe 
' Jr goodSucceſs on theirLabours,that whilfithey * eff. 
oh. $210 others, they themſelves may not be caſtaway;bnt Fe 
Zh Jher may both ſave themſelves & them that hear them, 
Jazain, Our natural Parents, - being (under 
d) the Authors and Maintainers of onr Be- 
$, acquire hereby a right to onr Honour 


x Cor.9.14 


Heb.1o.25 


e or 'Þ 

Chns | Eſteem, our Fear and Reyerence, our Mat. 1.19 

our) Pe and- Aﬀection, our Obedience to their gg , ,, 
- Fiul. Co d ſubmiſſion to their © 

ods $1 mmands, our ſubmiſfi ; | 

and Þſtiſements,- and laſtly our Gratitude in Ad- Heb. 12. 9, 

- an vſtring to their Wants, and bearing wath 1 Tim. 


ir Infirmities.. And they, as being our Pa- 5. 4+. 
| rents 


A ſhort View of the 
Relig are by the Laws both of N 
10n. obl . atu a 
(as fr 25 =o uu wo penn their Chit x eſpe 
maintenance, 1n ref] _ with a. com ate ſhe ( 
Bodies. In reſpect Ks both of their Souls oP Per 
rought. to an earl Ba; Souls, that they gs 25 2 
taught to read, and a _ that th v ad 
inſtructed in the Princi F von as poſſible, bſ*B; 
Iigion, and that a nn es of the Chriſtian Reg; th 
forbearing Provocations pawn be had, (dj (the 
and by all other good 4 exing Piety at Rope 
they dayly encreaſe and prudent means) tha dent 
Practice of them gs the Knowledoe and peter 
that their Parents fre __ ro their Bodii Inſ 
Raiment, and (if pod them with Food a | 
VECn1encies, 2s well as ws with all the Con Ph 
they may be put MeceGarage, of Life; tha” e 
py, and Dabality of thiiy! unter 2. 
ere are rivins- ith; 
band mn hover dues betwem Hs.” 
them both are, that th : Ow common td}, ?: 
uy exprels it in pu Pace ove each other, an, 

PN. 5 31 ſatisfaction in all thi g to procure a mutual 
Temporal and- S wing! and tO promote tg 
other ; that they 5 Fn h Welfare of eacli;- 

| Bed, having always Sg ful to each otheth, 
x. Cor. 2.7 Commandment ; that gg wg the 1 * 
rPet. 3.2. others Infirmities, and ey bear with cad << 
Heb. 13.4. Proſperity of Adverſit partake of each othel” 
x Pet. 3. 7. each other, that the 'L 3 that they pray 0F-. 

reſpect due to each Yes: Pe? that 1s, givetl, | 

lar y that the Husband ys Perſon, and partiet 
* Tunv 1n St. Peters ſenſe, whi j os Howeur to the Wif, 
1.Pet. 3-7 being the weaker Feſſel po 1s -* Maintenance, - 4 
thority over Her 1n the at he exerciſe his A | 
nition, rather than in * Hp way of Adme at 
of Command,remembr1 e more imperious Wa s 
one fleſh th ough oh OR that they twain are bi k: A 
FCor.11.3. man ; that he gives | an be the head of the Wal, ( 

— 7. 3 laſtly all ſcaforable 6 - due Benevolence, al by 
The Duties of ,th Wi neceſſary Inſtrudtionghy n 

.the. Wife, whereby ſhe ſtand " S 
more © ? 


Chriſtian Religion, &c. 1.9 
Hi Bm eſpecially obliged unto her Husband, are 1 Pet. 3... 
w The ſbmits peaceably to that Authority Eph. 5.24. 
etetÞ her, which God has given to the Man; 
us andy 25 a neceſſary conſequence of this, She re- 
©) Ye ber Husband, and ſhew it in a becoming — 33, 
Jpuage, and Deportment towards him ; x Pet. 3. 4. 
:27 p By, that ſhe be at all times forward to do 
(b} tt (ſhe knows) he likes, and obey what he Eph, 5.24. 
+ Hy pmands, provided it be both Iawtul and 
s) that dient,of whichyhe is ſuppoſed to be themoſt. 0,4 |, 
& a Ml tent Judge, being by the Apoſtle appoint- | 62 
Bodie n Inſtructor to his Wife, even in Matters | p Th 
14 Jtcligion. 0 
Cor , there are various Duties incumbent 
= ** IMaſters,and Servants,that Maſters take a due 
of their Servatnts as Members of their _ 
;:M Families; that they provide for their x Tim. 5.8: 
| Hinge 2 competent Maintenance, and for their 
on te xchgious Inſtraction and Admonition ; 
r, an$- 1 Every reſpect they give to their Servants, C9], 46 bs 
» which is juſt and equal, as knowing 
n whe 3 _ a —_— gy iron with _ Ty 
.— of Perſons, That t ey not in their Rom.2.1I Ts 
0 2 wernment of them harſh and froward, but 
- -+8d and gentle ; that they require nothing of 
' ea, but that which 1s, 1n it ſelf, both rea- 
Fable and lawful ; that they threaten them Eph. 6. 9. 
£Þmore than is neceſſary, and give them on- 
#( when need (o requures) due Correction ; 
. at they perfectly inſtruct them 1n the Art or 
7/:A8de, which they undertook to teach them ; 
t they reward them according to agreement, x,,,+ 
PE: . . ut, 24 
© 4 gtually paying them their Wages; laſtly, . 4, IS. 
Im. they reſtrain them from Vicious, and Jam. * 4 
 wall'e them (all they can) to Religions Practi- | 
'« ,Þ: And Servants in return of theſe Dues, 
Fuſt (as they juſtly ought) count ſuch Maſters ; Tim,6. 1. 
F*"tby of all Honour, and thew it upon all Occa- 
5-8 18 their reſpectiull Carriage and Demea- 
, Sw towards them. They muſ# obey them in all 


nor$*35 agreeable to their Contract, 8: that out of a 
Princt- 


4 

20 A ſhort View of the ore 
Col. 3. 22. Principle of Conſcience, not with Eye-ſervice as Me VP 
Eph. 6. 5. pleaſers, but as the Servants of Chriſt, wit) fart" 3, * 
6, 7, 8. meſs of heart and chnearinineſs of Spirit ; whi dui 
will make them diligent & conſtant in their Ob4$74t” 
Tit. 2. dience; they muſt be alſo true to their Truff'<! * 
9, IO ever pronoting, by all Jawfnl means, thefÞice | 
| Maſters Profit ; they mnſt take care of thefficeal 
Goods, vindicate their Credit abroad -(as fax Pc 
they can) and conceal their Infirmities at hom 2 
And laſtly, they muſt quietly ſubmit to theſſd t9 

unjult as well as due Corrections, ever amen, ? 
1Ng by them ; for what glory is it, if when ſt 
are buffeted for your faults, Te ſhall take it patien its 2 
iPet.2. 20. 1/y ? but if when ye do. well, and ſuffer for it, ſom 
take it patiently, this is acceptable unto God, » AqqOut « 
V. 18. cordingly Servants are there commanded t & Our 
ſubject to their Maſters,with all fear, not only ta ti hin 

good and gentle, but alſo to the froward, F< 
thongh Maſters ſhould not {trictly obſerve theÞ')» 

Duties to their Seryants, yet this would naf ©© 
free Servants from their Obligations to thei 2a 
Maſters ; becauſe God has in Duty bound noÞuglt 
only the Maſter and Seryant to. one anothenfÞ® P3 

but both of them to himſelf. And this, (as FE> 
would have ut obſerved and remembred): holdF #5 4 

true in all the other forementioned RelationÞ © 
of Snperiors and Interiors ; ſo that the Supe Ec 
rior's offence againſt God, in depriving the Inff4n 
ferior of hrs due, 9g ſo on the contrary) canſſ#t101 

not authorrze the Inferior to fin againſt GoF"E 
too, by returning tae ory received upon hi th 
ſuperior; as for inſtance, though a. wicked Far: 
ther ſhould caſt off all care of his helple(Þ BY 
Children, and ſo fin againſt God, as well a Bre 
injure his Children, ( who have a natural righf} etc 
to maintenance ) yet this would not excuſF3 t. 
his Children from their Obedience to thei ! 
wicked Father ; becauſe it is impoſſible tha bod 
ever one Man's Sin ſhould excuſe that of anoJ*"/ 
rSam.2.25 ther, when both ſin againſt God. And this i$Þi 
all I think neceſſary to be ſaid concerning the 
Relations of Superiors and Interiors There 


IF Chriſun Religion, &c. 
ere are other Relations, which ſeem to be 
$c upon the level, thoſe, I mean of Bre- 
off 3 and as to theſe, there are ſome parti- 
' &r dues belonging to them, whether they be 


eir Ob yatrral or our ſpiritual Brethren, Thus our 
r Trofr! Brethren are, by means of their near 


Snce to us by nature, obliged to be more 
of theficeable to us (when they can) than they 
Shcund to: be to mere Strangers; becauſe 
natural Aﬀetion for us may be well ſup- 
x to prompr them to ut, by exciting 1n 

a pallionate concern for cur Welfare ; 
ch ſnaperſ2des the want of all thoſe Argu- 
ts and Entreaties, wiuch are allowable, 
r it I ſometimes neceflary to be nſed, in draw- 
4, «AFdout our relief to Stranzers. So that to 
& our Brother of our Stbitance, and to 
> him in every thing where we can, and 
e he needeth, ſeemeth to be but the ne- 
/e theÞiry, though jult, effect of our near Alli- 
t to him by Natnre. And no leſs neceſſary 


) thei natural i3'a mntnal accord and agreement Gen. 13. 8 


nd noÞvgſt Brethren, and taat upon accomt of 
notheÞr partaking of the fame Biood and Sub- 
; (as Fe, deriving both from the ſame Root, 
- hold as a Conſequence of this, from their hke- 

zon$ of temper ( for the moſt part) from 
r equality in circumſtances, and from the 
Fearments ot - innocent and undefitgned Con- 
ation; all which diſpoſeth them to delight 
$ne anothers Converte,freely to communi- 
& their Thoughts, and 1o participate of one 
ers Sonls as much as tney do, of 
t Bodies ; fo that T{at»re it ſelf reacheth us, 
Brethren owe to one another loye, and as 
effett of that, union in Heart and Soul; 
Sas the effeft of both theſe, a readineſs to 
$1 their Wants, either by lending them 
bodily Affiſtance, or Miniffring to them of 


Subſtance, which is by the Apoſtle called r Tim. 


his i$0iding for thoſe of our owis Houſe or Family. 5.8, 


& the But, 


- A ſhort View of the 
But. beſides our Brethren by Nature, there 
alſo ſuch by Grace, O—_— called Spirig 
Brethren, who become ſuch, by being madg 
Baptiſm Members of the ſame Catholick 
with our ſelves; we- being all united uni 


Rom.12.5, 97 head Chriſt Feſus, And in this Relation th 
r. Cor. 12, are Various Duties we ſtand obliged to obſeh 


I2, I3s 


x. Cor. 
I. 2I. 


Gal. 6. 10. 


Mat.18.15 
Rom. 

£-14. 
Gal.. 6. 
Rom 15.1. 
1Cor.1.10. 
_— 13,25. 


Jude 3, 


towards one another. For, confidering that 

are Members of the ſame Body, we muſt 

think our ſelves bound to contribute, all & 
can, both, to the Service of the Members 
particular, and of the whole Body in 

tor as *tis in the naturalBody,ſo is it In the ſpir 

.al One, every Member is uſeful to, and receſ 
benefit from another. The Eye cannot ſay 
the Hand,T have no need of thee 5 nor again; the H 

to the Feet, T1 have no need of yow ; {o that ith 
comes our indiſpenſable Duty, as MembersLaft 
the Catholick Church, to render our elves as ut Sc 
ful, as we can, to all our fellow Memblih of 
having the ſame care one for another ; which Yer n 
thould exerciſe in mutual Offices of kindnktion 
to one another, as occaſion ſerves, being obth:M 
ged to do good unto all Men, but (as the Apoſhcial 
obſerves ) more eſpecially unto them that are of p 
Houſhold of Faith; to relieve at once the waſhich 
of their Bodies and promote the good of tlikh he: 


Souls; to admeniſh them of their Faults, brifh g,, 


ing them to a Sorrow for them, and an ameſhyu/d 
ment of them; to bear with the infirmities of kx f 


,weak Bretheren; to convince thoſe that ſeparſhith 


from the Church, of the Sin and Miſclithf 
of Schiſm; to perſuade them to an immedifpnn 
return into the - Boſom of the Church, andy qj, 
conſtant adherence to her. To communicgy[, 
with them in all the common Offices of Chrifly;,., 
anity, in adhering to the ſame Faith Ayjr;; 
Doctrine, that Faith I mean, which? f th 
once delivered to the Saints, af adn in 1.54 
ſame Worſhip, receiving the ſame Sacram@h,11 - 
of the Lords Supper, in offering up the . tate 


5 
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there fjyers, the ſame in ſubſtance though not in 
 Spiricg forms of expreſſion, being preſented to 
; madgy ſame God, for the ſame common Mercies, _ 
/ick Chin the ſame terms, through the ſame Media--1 Tims 5. 
£d_ unfiw, and with the ſame common Aﬀettion, 
10n thi Brotherly concern for one another : And as 
0 obſeÞare thus to communicate with our fel/ow 
8 thatÞnbers in matters of religions Worſhip : So 
ult ngpſt we alſo participate of their Joys and 

! Frows, whether in temporal or ſpiritnal 
fembersIncerns ; for as the Members of the Body na- 
_ gene! communicate their Sorrows and theirJoys 
the ſpirjall the reſt ; So the Members of the ſpiritual 
1 receſhly muſt ſympathize with one another, and 
wt ſayether one Member ſuffer, all the Members ſhould 1GOX.12,26 
þ 5 the fer with it, Or whether one Member be honoured, Rom. 
lat 1t Wl the Members ſhould rejoyce with it. 12, 24+ 
ſembersLaſtly, as we are thus to partake of the {uy 
es 2s Utd Sorrows of- the Members in particular: So 
Memblllo of thoſe of the Church ir general, whe- 
hich fer national or univerſal. - In times of Perſe- 
kindntion we muſt condole the Defvlations. Then 
ng obBſe-Miſeries and Calamities ſhould, more eſ- 
Apo | ally, excite both our pity to ſee her 7 the 
are oÞt, and our Repentance of our crying Sins, Pſal. 
x Walmich juſtly draw down direful Judgments 102. 14- 
| of tliſh her. Earneſtly beſeeching God that he would Hoſea. 
s, b good in his good pleaſure unto Sion, that he C; 'I'fs 
1 aMBhwld build up the Walls of Feruſalem., And in Pſal.51.18 
ies of fer flouriſhing Condition, we muſt rejoyce 
ſeparſith Her, expreſſing our Joy and Gratitude in a 
Miſcithful Obedience to, as well as in a conſtant 
nmeuommunion with Her, that God may be there- 
Y and diſpoſed to hear our Prayers, which we 
muniKonld ever offer up on Her behalf, ſaying, 0 Plal7 419 
f Chr iver not the Soul of thy Turtle Dove unto the | 
uth Ahu/ritude of the wicked, forget not the Congregation 
bich* \ thy poor for ever, but ſtrengthen thy Spouſe, 
; 1 JF Laſftly, There is one Relation more, which I 
CTY: mention to yon, and that 1s, a very Inti- 


he - late one, I mean that ol a Friend, OY TO bo 


_ 
- 
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I Sam. 
=.17, 


Prov.2 7.9, 


Ecc!uſ. 


SS-SY- 


Prov. 
27.10: 


Matt. 
*Ss 39. 


Matt.5.2.4. 


Rom. 12, 
29,27. 


A ſhert View of the —. 


ones own Soul z and thaugh this Relation Chriftihawuſt 
anity calls by the name of Charity, (which, 4be fo 
ſuch, is to be extended to ali Mankind) yethgall ot 
cauſe our Capacities are finite, and 'we canng{defirc 
exercife thote Ofices of Friendſhip to all thiRule 
World, which we can to ſome tew particulaſas w: 
Perſons; therefore this Frindſhip or partictla{what/ 
Charity, muſt be confined to thoſe few, whonſ you, 

either the convenience of Neighbourhoodthe P: 
the Probabiliry of their Uletuineſs, our natu{& in! 
ral Relation to them, onr delight in themfour E 
our ſpecial Aﬀecticn for them, and above allfdered 
their known Worth and Goodnels ſhall invitg ike : 
us, to admit into our Friendſhip; and whenſthe 1! 
upon any,or all of the fore-going ConfideratiJFoe, 
ons, we have made ſome few Perſons ouygies, 
Friends, then Chrittianity, as well as theof th 
natnre of Friendthip requires, that we loygſthis « 
our Fricnd with the greate{t AﬀecCtion; thatmain 
we ſerve kim to the ntmoſt of our PowerfRigh 
that we freelv communicate our Thoughts tofnot 

him, when there be occaſion; that we adviſe}uſtic 
him in kis Doubts and Scruples; that we admoJthen 
niſh him of his Faults, reſtrain him from EvilSneve: 
faithiully keep his Secrets ; that we comfortFcan) 
him in Aftlictiens, rejoyce with him in ProſpeJhis B 
rity, doubling his Joys and dividing his Grietshin gr 
that we keartily wiſh and pray for his WeH dg; 
fire; and laſtly, that we be conſtant to, his fs 
Friendſhip, and ali theſis Offices of itJin ch 
A'!l this is {as I before hinted ) Charity extendJour t 
cd'to a Few. Burt Chriftian Charity 1s inform 
its Own nature mnch more compretenfive, andjin fa 
takes in all Mankind; tor ſo the Golpelfcove 
cl 1JOYNS us,t0 love v1:t Ne iahbour as vur fe elves, Andimore 
1:1 the Scripture ſenſe, whoſoever 18 another ;Iconfi 
iS our Neighbour; fo that, according to theIr:rio 
Chriſtian Law, we nit do all the . good WeYhis L 
can to all men, not cnly Friends, but Ene-Jof $, 
mics, whole injuries nwlt never be otherwileFgir, 
return'd than with Preyers aud Kindnels, bitſthe 

NUI | 


Chriſtian Religion, QC. 
Chriſtihmuſt forgive them as heartily as we defire to 
1ch, 4be forgiven, and deal by them (as well as by 
yetbeſall other Men) as kindly, and 3s juſtly as we 
canngfdefire to be dealt by, for this is the great 
all thſRule of the Goſpel, and of . Univerſal, 


ticulajas well as of eternal Obligation, Al things Mat, 7, r2. 


ticula whatſoever ye would that Men ſhould ds to 
Whonfyow, do ye even ſo to them, for this is the Law and 
rhoodſthe Prophets. So that if we would not be abuſed, 
' natuÞ& injured in our Perſons, robbed or plunder'd in 
themJour Eſtates, over-reached in our Bargains, ſlan- 
ve allfdered or defamed in our good Name, or the 
invitglike : So neither muſt we offer any of theſe or 
whenſthe like Abuſes to any Man, whether Friend or 
leratiJFoe, but as in reaſon we deſire to avoid Inju- 
S ougries, to have our Rights defended, and nothing 
s th@of them loſt ; ſo muſt we, 1n our. Obſervance of 
e lovethis equitable Rule, not only not injure, but 

thathmaintain and defend our Neighbour in all his 
owerfRights, as far as we can, otherwiſe we are 
its tolnot juſt unto him. For if the Nature of 
adviſe} Juſtice be the giving to every Man his due, 
admoFthen the Practice of it muſt certainly confſift in 
EvilJnever taking away, but preſerving (what we 
mforFcan) the Life of our Neighbour, in detending 
roſpeFhis Body from Injuries, and his Soul from Sin, 
:riefghin granting him the Liberty of reaſoning and 


Weh judging for himſelf, in not flandering him, or-Ja nes 4.1: 
0 his We 


ening his good Name, but as far as we can 


of itJin clearing it when it 1s alperſed, in imparting Epi.4. 2 + 
tendJour true meaning to him by our Words,in per- P{:1 r5.2,3 


Is mnfforming punctually what we promiſed to him, 


» andJin fairly uſing him in our Dealings, 1n never T-r, 32.55, 


oſpe coveting his Goods, but rather defiring to pro- 75, 


And{more his Profit. In theſe and ſuch hke things Ley, x 5,5 *; 
ther ;Iconfiſts our juſtice to him; becauſe he being a M.rk 


> theJrational Creature nnited to ns in Society, holds 
| weſhis Lite,his Body and Soul,with all the Benehirs 
Ene-Jof Society, ſuch as Truta, Love, Peace, Cre- 
wifeÞdit, Protection, and the Profits of Trade, by 

bitythe ſame Law of Natnre with our telyes, and 
mult | | 0: {0 


| 26 A ſhort View of the 


© io can make as good a Title to them, as we 
* Can to what we have; ſo that according tg! 
- the ſtated Notion of Juſtice, and this unaltcra- 
ble Law of Equity, the doing as we would 


than our ſelves, but are ſtrictly bound to de- 
tend his forementioned Rights, and conſequen:- 
ly to free him (when we can) from thoſe Mi- 
eries and Misfortunes, which either do, of 
would invade them. 
And though this 1s often called by another 
name, I mean, that of Charity, yet it {till re- 
- tains the Nature of Juſtice ; 1t being no more 
than the miſerable Man's due (as by conſequence 


f 


. done by, we'can no more injure our Ne1ghbourk 


t appears) to receive relief from his Fellow; 

Creatures, when it can be had. And to this] 

. Notion the Pſalmiſt ſeems to incline, when he 

Pſal.37.21. gives the Charitable Man (as he does very oft; 

25.29. &c. 1n the Pſalms) the Name and Title of Kighteons, 

So that Juſtice to our Neighbour obligeth us] 

to relieve the various Neceſlities of the muſera-; 

ble, whether they relate to the Soul or _ 

I Theſl. J1 regard to the Soul, ſorrow of Mind juſtly 
5- 14+ demands our Adminiſtration of Comfort; Is 
James 5. yorance and E:ror calls for onr Informatio! 
19 20. and Forbearance; Perverſeneſs and Obſtinacy 0 
ROM.14-19 wjll for cur wholeſom Advice and ſeaſonabl 
2 Im. 2: Reproof , Weakneſs of Judgment for out 
*4 25- Direction, Pity and Compatlion. And a 
OM: 15+ to the Body, its natural Blemiſhes anc 


xa. Defects ought in juſtice to ſollicite more 
Pſa | es our Pity than our Scorn or Laughter; its Weaks 


Luk neſs 8 Infirmities ſhould ſtir us up to contributs 
n10.33, all we can to its ſupport and recovery, and a$ 

3+» 3537+ for its outward wants,Food and Raiment, thele 
James 2." call loudly for our Supply, as being neceſſary 
I5- 16: to the Preſeryation of the Individual. Nov 
z John 3: ſnpplying our Neighbour (that 1s, ever 
I7, 16. Man that wanteth) with all theſe things, a 
far as our Abilities will ſerve, or his Neceſliy 

Lis require, 15 that Duty of Charity, Tall 

uſtic 


as we 
ling to! 
naltcra- 


ould he 


ghbourt 


to de. 
equen:- 
fe Mi- 


do, j 
notker 


{t1]l re- 
) more 


quence 
Fellow 
to this: 


ghteons | 
«th us] 
mſera-} 


:: of Religion ; that we proportion our Aﬀecti- 
} ons to the Value of . things ; that is, that we 


| no greater Aﬀection on the thin 


Chriſtian Religion, Ke. 
Juſtice obligetly us to exerciſe towards him. 
And thus 1n a faithful diſcharge of all -the 
forementioned dues to our Neighbour, in all 
his Capacities and Relations, conſifteth this 
great Duty of Righteouſneſs, or living Righte- 
O 


The faſt Duty to be conſidered is, that which 
reſpeQeth our ſelves, (and that is) the living , 
Soberly. By *. Sobriety, 0 nnderſtand a Subjetti- Zope» 
on of all the Faculties of the Sonl, and the Sw 
Powers of the Body, to the Kules of right 
Reaſon, and the Laws of God; that 1s, that 
we employ our Underſtandings in ſearching 
out the nobleſt Truths and our chief End, 
which are God and Happineſs; that we- bend 
and diipoſe our Wills to proſecute our chief 
End by the fitteſt Means,that is,by the Practice 


: 9. 
2 Chron. 
20, 20, 
Pfal. 37. 4. 


ſet our beſt Aﬀections "on the beſt things ; Pl-119.127 
that we love the Lord our God with all owr Heart, Mat.22 7 
with all our Soul,and with all our Mind,and beſtow Col. 3. 2. 
of this 1 John 
World, than their intrinſick Worth requires ; 2- 15» 
that we hate and ayoid the greateſt Evils, Sin 

and Death, with onr utmoſt Hatred; that we Mat. 10.28 
be leſs fearful of leſs Misfortunes, - and pati- 


ently ſaffer thoſe that are unavoidable ; that 7 Pet. 2.r. 


we envy not the Fortunate, or covet any thing © Jeb. 13. 5. 
that is our Neighbours, but content our {elves Eph. 4.37. 
with what we have; that we reyenge not 1n- 

juries, or grow angry at Contempt-; but ſhew 

forth the Fruits of the Spirit in Peace, long-ſuffer- Gal.5, 22. 
ing.gentleneſs, goodneſs and meekneſs. That we Vva- E 
lae not our ſelyes above the real Merits of thoſe 1 Pet. 5.5, 


Gifts, which. either Nature, Grace, or Fortune Phil. 2,3 


hath beſtowed upon ns. That we reſtrain our Rom. 12.0 

bodily Appetites from the exceſſive nſe of 1 Pet,2.:1, 

Meat and Drink, and Venery ; that we indulge 1 Cor.g.z5, 

them no farther than anſwering the End for x Cor.s.1s 

which they were given us, which 1s the Re- 1 Cor.g.z7. 
B 2 tret} ment 


— 


A ſhort V iew of the 
freſhment of Nature and the Preſervation of 
Mankind, and not, (as too many make them ) 


x Cor. 6. the unhappy Occaſions of thoſe notorious and 
crying Sins,Drunkenneſs, Gluttony,and Whore. 


Bo (x | 
Mat. 5. -dom. Laſtly, that we be moderate in the 
27, 28, Uſe and Enjoyment of Pleaſures and Recreati- 


Rom. 13.13 Ons, enjoying them no 


the languid Faculties of our Souls, to their 
5 4-0-4 Operations. In a due Obſervance of 
all theſe things conſiſts the great Duty of Se- 
briety, And theſe I take to be the beſt Proofs ff 
« * ſound Mind, which 1s what the Greek and 

Word fignifieth. 


*Zwperovon ©  / 
original : | 
Knd thus having ſhewn you w 


hat it 1s to 


deny Ungodlineſs, and wordly Luſts, and what to © 
live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
Lukero.28 World, Tam to tell you next, that This do and 


thou ſhalt live; the Pradtice of theſe Duties will 


moſt certainly give you abundant Reaſon to ex- | 
pe&t with Comfort; or {ook for the bleſſed Hope | 
and glorious Appearing of the great God and our © 


Iit-3. 13% 


Saviour Feſws Chriſt. Andtherefore this, amongſt 
other Arguments; 1s-what I would infilt upon, 
to preſs you to the faithful Obſervance of the 
forementioned Duties. But beſides this great 
and general Motive, there are ſome other To- 


picks of Argument, or Heads of wy nh 
$ 


which I intend (more largely in my Sermon 
to difluade you from the foremention'd Sins, 
and perſuade you to the Practice of theſe Ke- 
ligions Duties. | 


And my Difſuaſions from theſe Sins ſhall be 


drawn, 
Firſt, From the great Slavery and Drudge- 
ry of our Luſts and Vices, 


Secondly, From the Conſideration of their 
being the moſt diiinzenous, and ungrateful 


dly, 


Returns of the moſt ineltimable —_ ,; 
"'Thir 


further than as they ' 
ſerve to refreſh our wearied Bodies, and reſtore +4 


4 
1 
; 
! 


1 their 
1 rus 


> 


on of | Chriſtian Religion, &c. 


hem) ! 


s ang | Thirdly, From the Conſideration of theix | 


hore. | being very prejudicial to all Societies. 
1 the * 


reati- | Fourthly, From the ill Effefts they have 


they | upon our Souls, Bodies and Eſtates. 


—_ 
their | Fithly, And Laſtly, from the Certainty of 
e of Stheir- betraying Men into eternal Ruin and De- 
* $9. | ſtruction in the other- World. - 
fs of | | | 
= ! And my Perſuafions to the Duties of Reli- 
| 210n ſhall be taken. | 
00-3 : F 
Y E | Furſt, From their Agreableneſs to the preſent - 
ſens | Exrcumltances of humane Nature, 


and ; 
W1ll 


Secondly, From this Conſideration, viz, that - 


_ | theſe Duties of Religion directly conſnle the” - 


Hope | Good of our Souls, Bodies, and Eſtates. 


Ooup * 


lt | _—_— rom the Confiderationthat there are - - 
OS | great Afliſtances given us, to” reader theſe - 
the | Duties not only. eafie, but pleaſant to us. 


"4 | Fourthly, And Laſtly, that the Practice- of 
| oor Duty 1s the.indiſpenſable Condition of our 


7] 

) 

n) | we can reaſonably [ook for that bleſſed Hope an4 the 

| glorieus Appearing of the great Ged and our Savi- 

our: Feſus Chriſh. | 
Firſt, L would diſſuade you from the fore- 


: 


be ; 


' great Slavery and Drudgery of them. Thus 
the impious diſowning God in our Thoughts, 
and the more monſtrous Denial of. him in 
4 our AdGions, . fills the Mind with ſuch uneafte 
1 { Scrnples and Horrors, as are never to be ſtifled ; 
{ Mens -vain:and unneceſſary Curioſity ſerves on- 
{ ly: to puff them up with Pride, which 1s di- 


fature Happineſs, the only ground upon which 


: mentioned Sins, wpon Conſideration: of the- 


xGor.8.z 


s realy oppolite to the Charity that edifieth 3 
W-43---. and: 


A ſhort View of the 


and therefore when Men are not content to 
reſt in the plain wholeſom/Words of our Lord Je. 
ſus Chriſt, they are ſcarce fit for humane Soci- 
ety ; becanſe by being Proud and doting about 
queſtions and ftrifes of Words, they unhappily oc- 
caſion envy, ſtrife, railings, evil ſurmiſings, per- 
verſe diſputings of Men of corrupt Minds, and 


x Tim. 6. therefore' St. Paul adviſeth his Son Timothy 


33 43 $* 


Hab. 2. 13. 


1 Kings 
SF "Ie. 
John 8.34. 
11a, 4 $f > 


Rom. 6.2 x. 


from ſuch to withdraw _— : 
Azain, the Diſorders ot our Wills, 1n per- 
ſuing Miſery under the falſe Appearance of 
Good, rob us of onr true Satisfaction, and in 
exchahge thereof give us nothing bnt real dif- 
appointments. And fo Men's 1inordinate de- 
fires hurry them upon ſtrange and unaccounta- 
ble Attempts, betray them into Injuſtice, Paſſi- 
on, and Revenge, beſkles the many diftracting 


Cares and Fears, to which, at the ſame time, 


they expoſe their unhappy Souls. Laſtly, their 
rebellions Luſts and Appetites put them often- 
times upon hard Service, make them toil and 
{weat for the gratification of them, and fo 
in a literal tenſe they become mere Slaves and 
Drudges to them, and accordingly the holy 
Scriptures repreſent ſuch Men as wearying them- 
ſelves to commit Iniquity,and to labour in the very Fire, 
to ſpend their Strength for nought, to ſell themſelves 
(as 'ris ſaid of Abah) to work Wickedneſs, SO true is 
our Saviour's Aﬀertion, whoſoever committteth Sin is 
the Servant of Sin, a Servant too that gets no- 
thing for his Pains, but ſpends bis Labour for 
that which ſatisfieth not, For what Fruit had ye 
of thoſe things whereof ye are now aſhamed ; ſays 


the Apoſtle to thoſe who had once been the 
Servants of Sin, for End of thoſe things is Death, 
Nothing you ſee, but Shame and Death 1s to be 
gotten by ſuch unprofitable Seryice, and theſe 
will prove but a ſorry Recompence for all 
that Labour and Vexation, which you ſee the 
Sinner muſt be condemned unto, in the Grati- 
fication of his Luſts, 


Secondly, 


'Tec 
lmoſt 
\ \moſt 
|Rede 
on at 
tanc 
[recei 
ithelr 
1n0 I 
nath 
ſort 
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lerie 
| ther 
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| his « 
| wer: 
' cure 


os [Redemption of the World, by the Incarnati- - 
a9 {on and Death of his Son, is an admirable In- 
OC \ſtance of the Love of both to Mankind, and John 3.16: + 
per. [received no little Addition, by being free on.” 
add !their Part, and undeſerved on ours; they had Romy ns. 
Ythy Jn Intereſt to promote, no by ends to ſerve, _, 7-6. 
nathing inviting in us, no Argument of any Jobz2.2. 
PEr- {fort to move them to it, but only infinite ©: We 
| of [Kindneſs and Compaſſion, beholding the Mi- a -- 
Je ſeries of wretched Humanity, diſpoſed the Fa- 7 Join 4. 
F ” {ther to ſend his only begotten Son, and--the 7: 19:  _ 
© 1Son to take upon him our Miſeries, make them 1 1 Ss ED) 
-—4 {his own, and that too, by dying for us that !% 53+ 4» - 
i | were his Enemies, and yet dying for us, to pro- > ©* | 
105 | cure us the greateſt Bleſſings, ſuch as: a- Free- 
me, | dom from the Power and Puniſhment of our Mat. 1. 21.” 
ct { Sins, from the Malice of Satan, from the Sting Heb. 2. 
» Tf 1 t Holineſs 
I Death, and to ſettle ns-in a ſtate 0 I4, I5. 
© | here, and Happineſs hereafter. Now. there. : Thelſf 
re nothing can thwart this generous Love, or x, 10. 
, baffle all 1t's gracious Defigns, but our Sins; Tit. 2. 4. 
oo ] which are ſo contrary to the Purity of his Heb. 5;- 9+: 
-. | Divine Nature,. as well as to his gracious De- 
> | figns upon. us, that he cannot but hate and ab- poo "PER 
Bo ber them. . They wound and crucifie his Son a reſh, _—_ - c.-. 
yy they vex and grieve bis boly Spirit, and t FI. Eph. 4-30. 
; | fore to entertain them againſt all theſe endear-. 
-, | ing Obligations to the contrary, would be. 
| monſtrous Ingratitnde, ſuch as wants a Paral- 
we. 1 lel, and was never named among the Gentiles , for : 
C | what greater Argument, can we have of 
, | our. Inſenſibilit _ of the Divine Favours to- . 
> | wards us, if theſe inexpreſſible ones cannot. 
> J work upon our Ingenuity ſo far, as to baniſh - 
] our Luſts, thoſe implacable Enemies both to « 14.4, 4 
' | God, and * our own Souls; we are certainly . i 
" | loſt to all that is tender and apprehenſive in © ? 
| humane Nature, if ſuch 4 ah Benefits _ : 


. 
4 : 
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Secondly, Conſider again, that they are the Deut.3 2.6. 


moſt difingenuous and ungrateful Returns -of the 
moſt numerous and ineftimable Mercies. God's : 


4 


wk 
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not move ns, to expreſs our grateful ſenſe of | eaſt 
them, in ſuitable returns of Care and Endea- | 


vour, not only to abſtain from thoſe fleſhly Lufts, 
2 Pet.2.11, Which war againſt the Soul, but to exchange them 
for ſuch good Diſpoſitions, as may move us to 
expreſs our thankfulneſs to God for all his 
_— » in Arts of new Obedience to 
im, | 


Thirdly, it may be further conſidered that 
theſe Luſts and Vices, which I am now per- 
ſfuading you to deny, are very prejudicial to all 


Societies ; for beſides that they . juſtly _ : 


Men to the Judgments of God, Who turns a fruit- 
ful Land into Barreneſs, for the Wickedneſs of them 
that dwell therein, they have a natural tendency 
to introduce Miſchief. Thus it's eyident with- 
out any further proof of Argument, that 
Prov. 23, Drunkenneſs, Gluttony and Whoredom, breed 
21, 29, 30, Diſeaſes, which weaken the Force and Strength 
— 7, 26, Of a Nation; Malice, Envy and Revenge ren- 
der Men very troubleſome to others, as well 

35 to tnemſelves, turn them into Beaſts of Prey, 

; fit them more for a Den of Lyons, Wolves and 
James3.16. Tygers, than the Society of rational Creatures ; 


Pſalm 
IO7, 34. 


and ſo Pride, Covetouſneſs, Injuſtice . and. 


-Petfidionſneſs adminiſter occaſion of Content1- 
ON, ' arid-ſet men direQtly together by the Ears, 
fo Hitich reaſon haye we to anſwer or reſolve 
$t. Fames his Queſtion in the Affirmative, from 
James 4.1. whence come Wars and Fightings among yo#, come 
they not hence, even from your Lufts which war it your 
Members? | | | 
And as Men's Luſts have thns a very ill In- 
| fluence upon them, as private Members of So- 
ciety: So they fail not to communicate ther 
Malignity to them in their publick Capacities, 
as Governours ; for when Magiſtrates are not 
uſt, ruling in the Fear of God, they weaken their 
Anthority, leflen themſelyes in the Eyes of 
their People, and make their Subjects very > 
| caſte 


1 


_ 
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|eaſte and unmanageable ; and--on - the - other 
' harid, when yo. ts by ſubmitting to their 
Luſts, violate and-abuſe their Conſcience, they 
 depriye the” Publick of it's beſt” Security of 
| their Obedience. F or this is the only firm 
| ant laſting Principle of. Obedience, which carr 
|told, Men taſt, which, all other Obligations ro 
it, will fly in Pieces, He that is Snbje& only 

1for Wrath, and not "for Conſcience ſake, will be 
ſure'to ſubntit no loriger than till he. can reſiſt 


with Safety... But he that is ſubject for Conſcience 
ſake, will continue ſo, as long as his Conſcience 


(keeps, up her Authority , which” when his 


Luits have. ofice dethtoried, then farewel all 
Submiſſion and Obedience ; nothing then- ſuc- 


| Work; . and. this will. tart” to our: own great 
Diſadvantage, being by Nature. riot only fitted 

r, but made to ſtand in need of, thoſe Bene- 
fits of No of which our Luſts are very 
deltraCtive., 


. Fourthl Js Ye ay heats to conſider further, 
that Ungo dlineſs Fg wordly Luſts have very ill 
Effects upon the Souls, Bodies and Efſtates of 
Men. Thus as to the Soul, ,Senſtality and In- 


mers 


tina 4 Ctr bode 


ep. t hers i and render 
tg by, Teng low, caſt a 
hs, Soul, and hinder her in her 


1 Spirit; 
em got Ot 


i ty F Operations. So ir fc Envy, Ma- 


| hee and Revenge pervert our Judgments, raiſe 
| ſach Prejudices in. we Minds; as hinder our 


| clear and due Perceptions of things. Senſual 


| Pleaſures and Delights overcaſt the Mind with. 


] ſach thick Mit. 'Darkrieſs, that neither are 


ou Underſtandings . able to, diſcern, or our: 
1 


Laſtly, the extravagant. Motions, of our, wild 


| Aﬀections, and the Rebellions . of oyr bratiſh- 


B.5- Appetites ” 


{ ceeds. but Strife, and Contention, and every evil Tanes3. I6. 


temperance natyrally darken the Underſtand- Eph, 4: 
is for ail Spa ; he yercharging Natiny pond the 18, 19. 


[ls to . perſue, their- true and chief Good. Rom.7.15. 
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Appetites againſt our Reaſon, hurry us into all ' and 
manner of unaccountable Follies, make us for- more 
get our ſelyes, and diſpoſe us to aCt like the ſake | 
Beaſts that periſh. Beſides many other neceſſary, yalrte 
but uneafhe Effects of theſe Diſorders, and Vi | fore 1 
olences offered to our Reaſon, ſuch are the inſt 
ungrateful Recoilings of Nature, the uneafie |to th 
abs perpetual rug ings between the Fleſh and. 4 Th 
the Spirit, The miſerable Diſtractions of their 
Minds which are drawn firſt one way and {they 
then another by contrary and 1mpetuous Paſſ- | 
ons, the great and juſt confuſion of Face,Shame, | God 
_ and Self-condemnation, the continual frettings. { whic 
" _ at their paſt Follies, their grievous Sufpicions. | ſame 
50 74+ of an After-reckoning, their inſupportable Hor- | ality 
4. 57-29. ror and anguiſh of Mind, ariſing trom their, ! you 
AI. unwelcome Refletions on their paſt Guilt, | fine, 
theſe are ſuch intolerable Miſchiefs, as are ; tob 
enough to diſcourage the moſt daring. Sinner, | then 
from giving any longer Entertainment to thoſe, | mea 
Luſts, which are the unhappy cauſes of them; eſ- | crav 
pecially if it be conſidered, | | | larg 
Secondly, That they incommode' not 'only. | fires 
our Souls, but our Bodies too, by robbing { mir 
them of their Health and Eaſe together. Thus. ? Rey 
the torementiconed Vices, Luxary, Drunken- ! that 
neſs and Wantonneſs ' have a natural Tendency | finc 
to ruin our Stomachs,fpoil our Digeftion, .Cor- | z»fi 


rupt our 'Blood, contame ''otr "Spirits, and” | edb 
waſte our | Strength: *, Envy, Malice, Diſcon-, | Ma 
P; tent and Paſhon rot” our , Bones, ſour the Hu-, | pec 
10-14-39 mours, ſtir them up to Exceſs, and put the | 1 


whole Body into Combuſtion.” Covetouſneſs | tha 
with all it's Train of carking cares-and diſtradts. | nal 
ing Thou: ame away: Sleep, a of 0: | Fo 
rts of Nate, . oppreffcs.'. the. -Heart,, | cef 
ſup%; the Spirits, ſets the ' Hamiors: upon. the 1 for 
dam* ang Har can we think all theſe Dif-' ] 
Fret,. fthonld end, but in all manner of Dif- ha 
o'ctr Paroxyſms, Epilepſes, Catarhs, and'T | th 
know not.what hard Names, and harder things, 
| as | 
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ſas being the natnral Effects of. theſe Luſts.. 


| *And theſe ill Effets me thinks ſhonld the! 


more effectnally prevail with wicked Men to for- - 
ſake their Sins by how mach the more they * 
valne their Bodies above their Sonls, and there ' 


|fofe may well be ſnppoſed to uſt more care, - 
\nſhnpning thoſe Things, which are deſtructive = 


{Lifts will as certainly ' min your 'Eſtates, as” 
[they do your*-Bodies, or your Sonls, and that 


4 Thirdly, Tt'may be confider'd alſo that your - 


God upon them; but by that natural Tendency 


» {which there is in ſome particular Vices to .con-- © 


| fame them. T'need-to 1nſtance only in Senſix- 


. | ality and Revenge; as to the former I will leave' * 
; you to judge, whether men cannot 
_ ; fine, and*drinking hard, and wing their Palates 
; to both, (and ſo render the Gratification ' of” - 
. | them neceſflary) whether they canndt' by theſe | 
' means ſooner ſpend an Eftate than ſatiate their Pro-2 1.17, 


by eating 


, craving Appetites. * For an- Eſtate though: 
| large, ” is yet limited, bnt fo are not+ onr De-: 


| that is, every Lawyer can inform yon, and now: 
| fince it is ſo*chargeable- to be wicked, our 
| Z»ſis being very Expenſive to us, 'tis 'undoubt- 


| edly #11 Husbandry, and- therefore worth no 
Mans while, to give them Entertainment,-- ef- - 


| pecially conſidering in the-- | z 

| Laſt place, what is worft of all, and that 1s, 

| that they moſt certainly —_ men into eter- 

; nal Ruin and Deſtrn&tion in the other- World: 

| For miſery (as ye have-partly ſeen) is the. ne- 
ceſſary Conſequence of Wickednefls, and there- 
fore will be: ſo in all: Places; ani at all . times ; 

| to that Men's Luſts' and. Vicees. which: they 


KO het» a 


fires, and therefore the one muſt needs. be* - 
{ mich ſooner ſpent, than the other. As to- onr* 
! Revenge; how chargeable the Gratification of 


+ | 


{not only by — the juſt Jndgments of Pro.23.2.:.. 
y ” 


have cheriſhed iu this World, accompanying Ecclel. ik. 
their Souls into the-other;. wall full wang F1-..--- 
amg-- -- 
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ſame direful Effets upon them as they did ' hin 
Daference, that. whereas eafi 


here, only with this | 
they have here ſome refreſhing Intermiſſio 


ſome little Diverſion from the forementionnd | 
Miſeries, they will there be continual and {at 


eighten'd to the utmoſt Capacities of their 


Souls to receive them. So that. the unhappy | 
Suiferers will be condemned to lye. roaring: np- } 


on the Racks of their. guilty Minds, without 


Intermiſhon, and without end. And Oey: 17C 
» 


Iy we are in the Scripture affured, that 


Mark 9.44. Worm there never dieth , nor the Fire ever quenched, 
Rev.20.10. but that they are- tormented. Day and: Night . for- 


'2 Cor. 6. 


$, IO, 


ever and ever, And yet this is to be the Portion. | 
Rom. 8.13: of thoſe - that {ive after the Fleſh, ſo. that he ' 


who indulgeth his. Luſts and Vices here muſt 'whie 
expect no Indulgence or Fayonr from God here- * 


after ; for know ye not that the Unrighteous ſhall 
not inherit the Kingdom of God ? be not deceived, nei- 


ther Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nov- | 


Effeminate, nor Abuſers of themſelves with Man-, |. 


kind, nor Thieves, nor Covetous,, nor. Drunkards, \Qi 


nor Revilers, nor Extortioners, ſhall inherit the 


Kingdom of God ;\ but what 1s worſe, ſhall haye {i 
Mat.25.46 their: Portion. afligned them in that diſmal - 
Place, where there is nothing but Weeping, Wailing * 


and Gnaſhing of Teeth, Confider ſeriouſly of 
theſe things, and then tell me whether ye have 
not ſufficient reaſon to Deny, Ungodlineſs, and 
wordly Luſts, —_— 
But as this is the leaſt Part of our Duty ; -S0 
the. greateſt Motives are yet to-be propoſed 
to yon, thoſe. I-mean which are to - encourage 
you to {ive Soberly, Righteouſly and Godly, in this 
Pons World.. And here 1t may | be conlider- 
ed, | | 
Firſt, That the Qbſervance of theſe Duties is 


very agreeable to the preſent Circumſtances of | 


our humane Nature... Thus our Duties towards 
God, as owning him in. our Thoughts, Words, 


and Actions, hearing his. holy Word, Praying . 
| 0 


- \ties, upon Occaſion, 
Laſtly ' the unviolated Anthority of ' Conſcierice 


f 
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RIO Fr | 
- 6 him and receiving the Sacrament, are all 
«alie to be performed by us, and' very benefi- 


37 


cial to us when they are performed. Onr 1 Tim. 4.8. 


Juſtice to our Neighbour in all his Capacities 
\and Relations; and our Charity t5 him 1n all 
|his Neceſſities, naturally tend to our Good, both 
asprivate Perſong,8& as Members of Society. As 
private Perſons, they promote” the good of 


Jour Souls, Bodies and Eſtates, (as LT ſhall ſhew' 


jyou preſently) and -as Members of Soci 
De onſale our Good, in that they. Kewanee 


{mutual Good-will, Love, Peace, Unity, &c; 


Thus Juſtice preſerving our own as well as '6> 


[promotes mutual Confidence in one another, 
'which would naturally © produce Peace and 
/Vnity, and ſo onr Charity to onr Brethren gains 
ns an univerſal Love and Reſpect from Men,to- 
\gether with a Readinets to relieve onr Neceſſi- 
in a gfateful return. 


[diſpoſeth Magiſtrates to rw/e well, and Snbjefs 
|to be ſtrictly obedient to them; thus Religion 


{in all its Parts 1s; ſo good natur'd that it- tends 
{to make Men peaceable and beneficial towards - 
! one another, and' ſo advance the Intereſt of 


| Mankind in general. And no lefs profitable 1s 
AM Cai. | 
Second Place. to every private Man in partt- 
| cular. For it conſtilts the Good of onr Souls, 


; Bodies and, Eſtates.- As to our Souls, 


| In our. Obſeryance. of ' our Duty! towards 
i God,and worſhiping him ſwtably to hs Nature, 
{ our Underſtandings are directly led' to the Con- 


| templation of the nobleſt Truths, our Wills PL 


| to their embraces of their chiefeft Good, and 


1 our Aﬀetions are hereby fixed on what hey 
| ought to be, vizs the Things above, And'fo a 


the Faculties of the Soul being kept in their 


| due Order, and employed to their proper Ends, | 
our Souls live and aR- according to the L y- of. 
| | 1c. 


[thers Rights, makes us eafte in our Stations, ard , 


73-25, 


26, 


2.7, 
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x Sam.2.6. 


Prov. 3. 
I6, 18, 


Pfal. 34.10 


Pf. x 19,165 


Fon 
* + Beſides, the Practice of Religion may rea- 
ſonably be ſuppoſed to procure a more than !' 
ordinary Bleſſing upon theſe prudent, and pro- | 
bable Means of Health, from that God wh | 


A ſhort View of the- 


their own Nature, and conſequently muſt needs. 


enjoy great Peace and Tranqmlity. Becauſe 


there are no Diſorders of the Pafſhons, no Fears L 


And therefore rea 


of Guilt to interrnpt 1t. 2 


peace have they who love thy Law, and nthing ſhall 


mc 
: riſt Gain 


offend them, 


Secondly, The Practice of th& forementioned 


Duties conſult the. good of our | Bodies, - and: 
that by preſerving them in a perfect Rate of 
: for what can contribute more. thereto. 
- than a chearfnl temper of Mind, and a mode 
rate uſe. of Meat and Drink and Recreations, 


Health 


and theſe things Religion teacheth and requi- 
OI Us. | "IL 


killeth and maketh alive, who bringeth down to the 
Grave, and. bringeth up, , And he accordin; 
romſed; in the Scriptures, ', Health an _ long 
ite :as.a Reward to the Practice of Religion; 
far for length of Days is in her, right hand, and ſhe 
is 4 Tree. of life to them that lay hotd # port her, 


Wherefore it was an Advice well becoming the | 


the. Wiſdom of him that gave it. My Son for- 
get not my Law, but let thine Heart keep my Com- 
mandments; for length of Days and_long Life and 


2 


Peace ſhall they add.unto- thee, © 


the. Prattice of the forementioned 
ngs down.and entails a Bleſſing upon 
our Eſtates ; and that not only by engaging the 
Kindneſs of Heaven, to have a more eſpecial 
eye of Providence towards ' us, both by dt- 
recting us to thoſe Duties which natnrally pro- 
mote our. wordly Intereſt; ,' Thus 


Lay: 
ri 


Dutics 


them an Opportunity of enlarging their Cre- 
dit. of Trade, That their *Stocks, and Ne 
4 tnewr 


ly.has ! 


e Our 1 Juſtice and 
Honeily bring Men into Repute, that gives 


Thefe : 


Y . 
g 
$9.7 * 


their 


p, 


hood 


(ted 


4 . 


har 


| Chriftian Religion, &0. 39 
needs, peir Revennes; arid thongh Frand 'and Falſe-- 


cauſe x: -t = | | 
"cz hood _ ſometimes chance ' to bring: 
ring. 90.2 pre ent Advantage, yet when 1t 1s once 


bolt tected, we loſe more Reputation, and with 
it more: Cuſtomers, than. ever the diſhoneſt 
; (Gain can compenſate, ſo-that Trath | and fair 
Thg' will bear” a Man ont, when little and 
harking Tricks will fail kim. "For as the. 
1e-man' obſerves, he' that watketh uprightly Pat nl 3h 
alketh ſurely, © And ſo Temperance and Chaſti- * 19- 10. 9. 
 {y prevent all unneceſſary and extravagant Ex- 
nſes ; whereas they who indulge their ſenſu- 
'Appetites, -to the Violation of - their Con- 
; [ence, ritn their Effates! to 'Tights ; 1f we 
ay believe ' our own: Obſervation, or the 
than he Wiſeman's Word; 'who tells us, that hep 2 
ing iwho loves Pleaſure hall be a Poor Man, and he: © 
oy that Toveth Wine and Oyl, (i.'e.) love them to Ex- 
oh ſhall not be rich, Laſtly, Induſtry and Di- 
"has ligence in our Callings not only cut off ſome 
ons © - ljewigiR of: Extrayagance, but directly 
: K tend to/encreaſe our Fortunes; Reaſon and Ex- 
t th perience both," confirming this as an-undemable 
| Trath, that: #he © Hand of he DiBigent: maketh. 
"the ji. So that when- all is done, 'tis'moſt cer-. 
fi tainty the beſt Husbandry to be Rehligt- 
0us, | 


Prov. 10.44; 


| Thirdly, *FE would” further urge you to the: + 
Practice 'of the forementioned Duties, from - 
the great- Adiftances: that- are given'us, to ren-- | 
ter them not only eafie, but pleaſant to us; 
For God has recommended  them'to -our faith- 
{fh[ Obſervance, with all the moſt /powertul 
Means and” Arguments, - to-engage our. Practice ' 
of them ; he has ſhewed thee, 0. Man what is Good ; Micah 6.8.. 
y#d+ what” does the Lord requires of. thee, ' but. to | do. eek 
 Wofty, and to love Merey, and ta:walk-lbumbly- with 
tby'God, He has: not only- propoſed” theſe 'Dn- 
[ties to us in 'the Goſpel, with! the Promiſes 
ad Texrors-of the. Zife that now js, and of _ Tim. 4:8. 
| which 
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which is tv come, with the Examples. of the bello [;_- 
Men, eſpecially wich that more, pregpant me . Bs 
rPet.2. 2 x, Our Bleſſed Saviour, together with all thoſe pres, þ Son 
valent Motives arifing from what he did A ve ti 
ſuffered: for ns, with thoſe mighty Arguments; þ1..-« 


þ 


that: may. be drawn, from his Life, Death, os Levat 


ſurrection, Aſception, and his: Return; to. judger[1..c. 
both the Quick. and the Dead wn Pleaſy I 
PC. 119.165 and Peace from the- Nature of the Dudes homy! ya 
'- © ſelves, and with all- the Endearments of Love | 
and Kindneſs.from him that enjoins them ; = 
not' only urgeth ns (I ſay) to. our Duty upon; 
theſe many - and weighty; Conſiderations, and; |. 
that with all-the Impaxtumity: poſlible. to, gain) 
our: Practice;bux. has alſo, promyſed . he ata- | 
rCor.2.12; aNCe of: his Almegbty; Spirit to: make. all things. 
eaiie: and pleaſant.to us.., $q.that if we,do\but, | 
ſet onr ſelves in good, earneſt to. the Practice of. |: 
the. forementionetl Duties, if we. do byt- hear-. | 
tily beg the Divine Grace, which, we are. al: | 
2 Cor. 12.9. ſured,;:thall be ſufficient. for 45,. and then. | 
our. own ;Endeavours in; a fajthful and. dilies 
: ule 'of it, tis: impoſible that we, ſhould... ;| 
Phil: 4:13.of Succeſs; for:T can ds, all things, lays, the; & 
Apoltle, through Chriſt that ſtrengtbens me. And; þ.. 
this. Omnipbtent Aſfiſtance we may have, upon: figs 
the eaſie terms of putting up a Petition for 1g 
for God has engaged to give the holy Spirit to 
Luker1.13 thein that as him:And what maxe.eafie condition 
can we defirecthanthis;that i;we ſeef me ſhall pudy! |. 
Mat. 7. 7, i we ask me ſhell receive geceiveto: that: whichs; þ 
though we cannot © of ous. ſelves, wall yetim-! 
power us, through'our joint Endeavours, to do! |..a- 
our Duty wath- Pleaſure and, Delight, and fo: | 
render us both happyhereand hereafter too; for: | 
apt: | og 4 
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In the 4th and laſt Place-is-(or onght.'to; be): a., | 
further Inducement: to. our.Pradtice : of all the, Jy ©. 
Duties of :Religion, becauſe God has:made. our" |... 

Mat. 7. 227- Duty the indi{penſable Condition. of our fu-; 


Ron. 8.13 ture Happinefs, and (as I-ſhewed you in the: 


- 


Chriſtian Religion, Sc. 
ell.gf 


ne-of 
Fox. Ir us to be Religions, or to do our Duty, as 

MT, Fis to go to Heaven, or to keep out of the 
ments; ti::mes of Hell. And this onght to be a Con- 
> ME) Wderation of great Weight with us, becauſe 
hatever our Condition be in the other World. 


winning of this Diſconrſe) the neceſſary Pre- Heb. r2-14 
aration for it. So that *tis juſt as neceſſary 1 Tim.4.s. 


*Mfihether a- happy or a miſerable one, it mnſt Lukers.26 


road fo for ever; ſo that we had need give all Dj- 2Pet.1,10, 


 frence to make our calling and Eleftion ſure, 
3 1 Thns having , I hope, by theſe Confiderations 
UPo; Anvinced” you of the Neceſlity of doing the 
and. Fementioned Duties, my next Work is to tell 
- þn, that whats thus neceſſary to be done, at 


No, ) the immediate Practice of theſe Duties, 
wS * th y_ that we are not heartily convinced 
ny w { the Neceſſity of doing them at all. Becauſe 


*: fir continuance in onr Sins do too manifeſtly 
'Zove our Good-liking to them; and if we 


| ih ll approve and cheriſh them, we are not- 
: The | good Earneſt reconciled to the Practice of 
Pk & contrary Duties ; becauſe we can neither 
ind; bprove of two different things, nor act two 
PM: bferent ways, at the ſame time. So that if 
| Ts e be the Servants of Sin, (as our Intentions 
. 7 bcontimie in it for a while plainly ſhew ) 
on cannot be the Servants of Chriff+ Either there- 
5% re we muſt quit our Sins and our favourable 
| fry ouehts of them immediately upon the Sport, 


elſe foregoe our , Intentions, to fall to the 
* fatice of Religion ſome Years hence; 
* Þr he that is a true Convert, is ſuppo- 
"* ft to be perfettly convinced of the Miſchiets.. 
) '” F his Sin, and the reaſonableneſs of his Duty; 
1: therefore immediately ſtrikes 'in with his. 
, n t Conviction, which, by being full and clear - 
our" ferents him making thoſe little Shifts and fri- 
pe flons Excuſes, which others take. ſanctuary in, 
 bhexcuſe their Delay of this neceſlary Work., 
| Though 


ie time or other, had beſt be done now out Eccleſ. 
if hand. And indeed unleſs we ſet our ſelves 9. 19. 


Mat. 5.3 3+ 


23, 24. 
Col. 3. 2. 


Rom. 8.13. . 
Eph.2. 22, our Deſires refigned, our Aﬀe@ions weaned fy} 


A ſhort View of the 


Thongh with what little, or rather againſt C 
J 


what uu reaſon, may be made appear from F* 
the following Conſiderations. | — Sy 


Firſ?, *T1s extreamly neceſlary that Men im- 
mediately betake themſelves to their Duty, be- 
cauſe 1t is (as appears from what hath been al- 
ready ſaid) of very great Concern and Conſe}; 
quence to them, and what is ſo, we are apt, 
1h other Caſes, to beſtow onr firſt and chiete(t F. 
Care upon. Thus we ſee in wordly Afﬀans, 
how every prudent Man 1s, - more eipecaally, 
careful to drive on, what he calls the main] 
Chance,& is art little eaſe till this be ſecured pr }.: 
at leaſt,is in a fair way of being ſo. Now would [ 
but the Children of Light be as wiſe in their Generation | 
as the Children of this World are, they: would be .as |, 
ſollicitous about the Concerns of their Souls, 
as theſe Men are, of their Bodies. . They wouid þ, 
no more delay ſecuring the Life of the one, 
than theſe men do, of the other, when it lyes | 
at Stake, which it any Man ſhould be (o fool: 
hardy as to nele&, and by that Neglect _ loſe. þ;, 
his Life, which his care would have ſaved, 
he would be deſervedly thought to, die like ; 
Fool. And certainly munch more wonld that |, 
Chriſtian deſerve the Impuntation of Folly, ke x 
who, when his eternal Intereſt is in Danger, þ, 
ſhall yet ſuffer jt to continne-ſa, and. ot ex- þ 
ert his utmoſt Endeavcurs for the Security of yz h 
it, and conſequertly embrace. the firſt Occaſion $pe « 
to ſecure it in.; eſpeciaily confidering in the þp 

Second Place, that the Nature of Keligion 5k Gy 
ſuch, as requires a great deal at our hands, be- hy (, 
fore it gives us. any Right or Title to that. great þ p,,, 
and neceflary Reward ; without which we -are$,, 
undone for ever; our ſenſual Appeties muſkþi,,', 
be ſubdued, the Deeds of the' Body mortihed ity, 


from this World, and raifed to the things Ip 
above, in. ſhort,our Minds muſt be DG” ) bet 
rom | 
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gait a Carnal to Spiritual, and this requires more 
* TOM fe and pains than moſt Men think for; let 
len but try the Experiment upon one Luft, 
d ſee what Pangs and Throes of Mind, what 
ruglings and Conflicts, what Watchings and 
ers, are neceſſary before they can make a 
jock conqueſt of that one. And- then they 
tell me, that a greater and more early 
Nick. Mes than e're they dream't of, is but requi- 
Y: Mt ro carry on the great Deſign of Religion 
role hich is the Life and Happineſs of their Souls) 
CRY, tth good Succeſs, And therefore Religion 
Ps s wilely, as well as kindly, provided us with 
<7 frious helps, both to prevent the Trouble of 
would orming a bad Life, and to promote an earl 

bene d ſuccesful progreſs in a Good one, to whic 

Sooke | ole we are, when Children, admitted in- 
Souls, the Chriſtian Religion by Baptiſm, and by 
woud ing therein made Members of Chriſt, Children of 
ONE bd, and Inheritours of the Kingdom of Heaven, we 
age all the Powers of Heaven on our fide, 
enable us to begin, continue and end our 
yes, in a conſtant Obſervance of - our Duty ; 


N 1M- 
Y, be- 
en al-f 
Conſe. PF 
e apt, I. 


beins edncated in the Truth; and az we 
gow up,” we have the daily Admunittration of 
be Word and Sacrament, the one, to put us. 
a mind of onr Baptiſmal Vow, the other, 
d give us the Opportanity of renewing it. 
| We have alſo the inward Influences of the Di- 
line Grace to encourage, and affiſt our conſtant 
. 'Indeavours of proceeding on from one degree 
5K Grace to another in our Chriſtian Courſe ; 
” br fo we are required to add to our faith Pertue, 
Pertue, Knowledge, to Knowledge,Temperance, and 
0, , and ſo to grow in Grace, and in the Know- 
muſk (re of our | = and Saviowr Feſus Chriſl. And 
ied thy, to perfeft holineſs in the fear of God.. By 
ned f:which you plainly ſee, that to defer, _or 
MINS tht off our Duty for the preſent, with deſign 


MEL þ, betake our ſelves to the pradtice ,of it, 20, 
-aa_ or 


from 


kyes 
»k which end, there are Securities given of- 


» Ft ri 5, 
6, 7, 8. 
— 3, 18 


2 Cor.7: Ls, 


44 


James 4. 
I 4+». 


Prov. 27.1, Fingers before to morrow Morning: 


A ſhort View of the 


or 30 Years hence, or at- the latter en1 of owy- 
Days, 1s directly contrary to the Natnre and Del. y 
fign- of Religion, and is an open Violation oi/ve 
Breach of our ſacred Vows and Obligationg;e+ 
made in our Baptiſm ; which is ſo far from bekous 
ing innocent, that it is highly finful, and wilhyif 
infallibly betray Men into eternal Damnation ug, 
the other World, if Death ſhonld chance to came 
them off (as *tis probable he will ) beſore they, ..1 
have execnted their Intentions of conforming to, ze 
the Duties of Religion ; and *tis- yet more n14 x, 
likely, that they may not have ( what they ſa;,4 
nikck truſt to) the Opportnnity of being Rehe(;r, 
ligious afterwards : As will further appear, if.ac, 
we conſtder, . ; Loul 
Thirdly, That as this Life 1s the only Time of, .;+ 
Probation, on which our Eternal Happineſs oe 
Miſery depends ; ſo it is bnt a very uncertaink,q. 
Caſt, to have things of ſo great Moment depend. 
upon 1t, for What is our Life ? it is even a Vapour, pir 
that appeareth-for a little Time, and then vaniſpetla... .. 
away; a'Vapour, which we can take no Hold 


A 
; C 


of, but, for all we know, may ſhp oy 
So tha... 


e only Time we can be ſure of, 1s the preſertþ,q 


Job 7.6,7, and That is ſo ſwift, that whilſt we are thinkþ,,,.: 


8, 9. 


ing and ſpeaking of It, it is gone, and paſt Rex, we 
covery : ' And therefore there 1s no Delaying,,,, 
with Things: of ſo ſlippery a Nature, and. |t;-,, 
wick a Motion. *Fis in vain to think, that ll, 
Time ſhould leave its natural Property, to ltoph;. « 
a while, and wait our. Leiſure ; it were Impyy, 
ons as well as Vain, to defire, that God would}, 
alter the Nature of Things, to gratifie our lazy, 
Humour ; no, fond Men ! Time as it ſtays Py, 
no Man, ſo, ( whether ye will think fit to emoyþqj 
1t or not, ). will moſt certainly hnrry” you* oh. 
to a long Eternity. And therefore, to mak@,/z 
ſnitable - Preparatzon for This, ye' had need/bg,,, 
as nimble as Time it ſelf, and employ every]. 
Minute that1s given you to the beft — ; 
wher 


Chriſtian Religion, Kc. 45 
ereby ye ſhould beſt comply with the wiſe 
oo Mike Donor of it ; tor how liberal ſo- 

of oyer God has been of all his other Bleſſings to 
nd Deg. yet this of Time he has been pleaſed to 
0n Mgifpenſe in a leſs plentiful manner, chooſing ra- 
gationhher to give it by Minutes, to ſignifie how pre- 
om degious :It: 15, and that we ſhould be \paring and 
nd will ifty of it, diligent to Redeem That which is Eph. 5. 15, 
ation aſt, and careful to improve That whuch is to 16. 
© toclthme, To Day therefore, whilſt it is called to Day, 1 Pet. 4.2, 
re they exherted to the Practice of your Duty, left any of Heb.3.13. 
ning to, be hardned through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin + For, 
ore uh, Fourthly, Suppoling that . God ſhould be (0 
ney ſind to us:beyond our Deſerts ; though not our 
ng Reheſires, as to prolong our Days, yet it were n- 
ear, Keaſonable to expect, that. the Divine Grace 
. ould be always at our Beck, and continually 
[1me of 2it our Leiſure. This were to defire, that 
neſs 0 he Grace of God would be more kind and 
cenamtnſtant to us, than we are to our ſelves, that 
epehereas we intend to beſtow no more than our 
Vapoury, piring Breath, in calling upon God, we would 
amjpernye his Grace attend us, through the ſeveral 
oO MO-ces of our Sins, and court us to our Duty, 
h,0u dthe very laſt Gaſp. But, Be not deceived, what- Gal, 6, 7. 
| O thal er 4a Man ſoweth, that ſhall he alſo reap. What Prov. 21- 
reſerith,q threatned to the 0/4 World, he will moſt 24, 28. 
Frtainly, make good to all old habitual Sin- 


o xk 
4 v 


x 


that TIA moſt aſluredly, be hid from their Eyes, And 


lp he may be found, call ye upon him whilſt He 6. 
I wear. For now is the accepted Time, now is the 2 COr.6.2. 
| | Day 


need 
7 ever 
antage 
rhereb 


44 


James 4. 
I4. 


A ſhort View of the 


or 30 Years hence, or at- the latter en4 of oy 
Days, 1s directly contrary to the Natnre and Del, 
ſign of Rehgion, and is an open Violation ofcen 
Breach of our ſacred Vows and Obbegationger tc 
made in our Baptiſm ; which is ſo far from bebe . 
ing innocent, that it is highly finful, and will ift 
intallibly betray Men into eternal Damnation int : 
the other World, it Death ſhonld chance to cu ne, 
them off | (as *tis probable he will?) beſore theyh, .xh5 
have execnted their Intentions of conforming to, Je 
the Duties of Religion ; and tis yet more nnd 7,4 
likely, that they may not have ( what they ſoknq t 
ch truſt to) the Opportunity of being Reſegre 
ligious afterwards : As wall further appear, ian 
we conſider, ESE . ould 
Thirdly, That as this Life is the' only Time offþ,;+ 
Probation, on which our Eternal Happineſs orhe G; 
Miſery depends ; ſo it is but a very uncertink,q. 
Caſt, to have things of fo great Moment dependf... 
upon it, for What is our Life? it is even a Vapour, wIri 
that appeareth for a little Time, and then vaniſbethly,,. 1 
away; a'Vapour, which we can take no Hold __ 
of, but, for all we know, may ſlip COTA the 
O the 


Prov. 27.1, Fingers before to morrow Morning: 


the only Time we can be ſure of, 1s the preſenta + 


Job 7.6,7, and That is ſo ſwift, that whilſt we are think-þ,,.- 


8, 9. 


ing and ſpeaking of It, it is gone, and paſt Re-k.. . 
covery : And therefore there 1s no Delaying, Py 
with Things: of ſo ſlippery a' Nature, and. by;-,, 
wick a Motion. *Fis in vain to think, - thaty, F 
Time ſhould leave its natural Property, to ſtoph;.*, 
a while, and wait our. Leiſure ; it were Impty,..z, 
ous as well as Vain, to deſire, that God wouldf,, 1 
alter the Nature of Things, to gratifie our lazyſ, / 
Hnmour ; no, fond Men ! Time as it ſtays rg; 
no Man, ſo, ( whether ye will think fit to emoy$y 1, 
1t or not, ). will moſt certainly tnrry* your ol. 
to a Jong Eternity. And therefore, to. maksh,/; 

ſnitable -Preparatzon for This, ye' had need/t 
as nimble as Time it ſelf, and employ every! | 
Minute that 1s given you to the beſt Advantage; 
whereby 


Chriſtian Religion, &c, 
hereby ye ſhould beſt comply with the wiſe 
= Nthe Donor of it ; tor how liberal ſo- 
of her God has been of all his other Bleſſings to 
ndD& yet this of Time he has been pleaſed to 
10n 'dfſpenſe ina leſs plentiful manner, chooſing ra- 
gationger to give it by Minutes, to fignifie how pre- 
om egos It 15, and that we ſhould be {paring and 
nd wilhrifty of it, diligent to Redeem That which is Eph. 5. 15, 
2:10 ſt and careful to improve That which is to 16. 

> tO clthme, To Day therefore, whilſt it is called to Day, 1 Pet. 4.2, 
re the & exhertcd to the Practice of your Duty, left any of Heb.3.13 
ning toy be hardned through the Deceitfulneſs of Sin + For, | 
DIE uh, Fourthly, Suppoling that . God ſhould be (0 

hey ſohnd to us beyond our Deſerts ; though not our 

ng Rehefires, as to prolong our Days, yet it were 1n- 

ar, Wſonable to expect, that the Divine Grace 

hould be always at our Beck, and continually 


> Hold 
0K | 
O tha, 
reſentþ,; threatned to the 01d World, he will moſt 24, 28, 
*Frtainly, make good to all old habitual Sin- 
Er, viz. That his Spirit ſhall not always ftrive Gen, 6, 3, 
; «in. Jeb Men ; but, the Things belonging to their Peace, Luke 19. 
NGC. 10 if they. will not know them now in this their Day,) 42, 
'> tht moſt affuredly, be hid from their Eyes, And 
0 oph;; our Bleſſed Saviour has ſignified to us 1n the 
ImP!4rable of the Talents, where he ſays, at the 
would}. clufion of that Parable. from him that hath Matth. 25; 
lazy t, ſpall be taken away even That which he ſeemeth 2g. 
yS Pithove, It is therefore the moſt ſeaſonable and 
 eMMFholfom Advice, that either the Prophet could _ 
ou” Ollie, or We could take, viz. Seek ye the Lord Iſaiah 55, 
. MIPHP be may be found, call ye upon him whilſt He 6. 
: 


BOWEL... ror now 35 the accepted Time, now is the 2 COr.6.2. 
Every}. | Day 
ntage ; 


xereby 


© IS. 44 uv ow 


We % S 1 ., - 
* _ pn I 5 I. 37 078.15 Af J 
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A Joort View 0 f the 
Day of Salvation. But as for the Time to c0 
*tis every Whit as uncertain, Whether we 

fall to the Practice of our Duty hereafter, ity 
live, as whether we ſhall live to Hereafter, q.. j 
fall to the Practice of onr Duty. For if 69,44 
ſhonld now withdraw his Grace (as Men hj,. 
their reſolved Contempt of it juſtly provoly,j 
him, they are left in as great an Incapacy,,. 
of becoming Religions, as if He had withdraw... 
their Lives : It being as poſſible to repent withil,,1, 
Life, when we are Dead, as without God's Grace y ett 


ft 


IC1 


Dr. Scot's we are Living, ( as a late Divine has obſeryed bo 


Chriſt. Life, So that here are two Hazards to be run at ong, 6: 
Part Firſt. which, if either fail, ( and yet both are out (41. 


our Power, ) will irrecoverably ruine-our etq;cc 
nal Salvation,” which 1s ſtaked npon Them ; agjer< 
thoſe are, that we ſhall certainly live to be Olhar 
and as certainly have the Divine Grace to bly, 
come Keligious when we are ſo; wheredging 


Job 24.22, ( God knows ) we may be dead by. the nejq;q 
Marth. 13. Hour, and perhaps already are, or at leaſt wig. 


I2 


Eph. 2. I, fead alſo in Treſpaſſes and Sins. For, 


be, (if we reſolve to delay onr Reformation 


Fifthly, If we defer the Practice of our Du 
It will grow every Day more difficult than S 
ther, and ſo That which is now eaſte to be pq, . 
formed, will not hereifter be done withou 
great deal of Trouble ; for all the Time 
1ndulge our Luſtz, ve do but the more firength,. 1 
en them againſt our Seives ; for bad InchC . 
nations, the lenger they are [ct alone, the moJ,, = 
they improve ; and vitions Habits, the ot 
they are repeated, Þrow but the more conf 
ed and inveterate : For, what a mighty Po 
er there is in a Habit in general, may be ſe 
3n almoſt every Concern of Life : How ea 
and almoſt neceſſarily do Men thoſe Thin 
whereof they have the Habit > inſomuch vu 
they cannot withont trouble act otherwiſe, 
they have broken the Habit, either by Diſ 


F . Por 7 
Or a contrary Practice. What then ſhall weth , 


that 


Chriſtian Religion, Vc. 
tO conf the Habits of Sin, which bend the Sinner to 
WEN icious Conrſes, not only by Means of their 
ter, it ong and natural Tendency that is in Them, 
after, dc Habits, but moreover and above receive an 
r i V9dditional Strength from the too too willing 
S MA Unclinations of Men, which ſtrike in with the 
PIOVOabit, and by a wonderful' Force hurry the 
Kapacfioor Sinner into Wickedneſs, almoſt beyond a 
thdrWp tural Poſſibility of a Recovery, eſpecially 
» WiAyhen ſuch an Habit hath been a long Time 
Tae Miſettled and confirmed in him? For 1t then be- 
bſervedcomes a Governing Principle, and 1s as 1t were, 


1 at ONd2 Second Nature ; ſo that he is almoſt under Jer. 13.23. 


re Ol ſthe fatal Neceſſity of continuing in It ; And 
our etdccordingly we read in Scriptnre of ſome Sin- 
Em 3 Mhners who are arrived to that Perfettion in Vice, 


d be Offthat they fin with a peculiar Glee, working all Eph. 4. 19. 


Ce tO U Uncleanneſs with Greedineſs ; they commut their 
wheredSing with ſuch a vehement Thirſt, that they are 


the NAlſaid to drink Iniquity like Water; and are there- Job I5.16. 


_ WIfore become ſuch perfect Slaves to their Vices, 
mation 


zur Du 


than N which is all one) the Practice of a bad one, 
0 de PqQo neceſfaril bring us under. And this 1s an 
vithoW paect, which, by cutting off our chief Hopes 
TimeWf being truly Revigious, atter a long and habi- 


ſtrengt 06/2 2 Jong an 1 
-1 tual Courſe of Sinning, renders it highly rea 


them 


conſidering 1n the 
Sixth Place, That the longer we- defer this 
zreat Work, the leſs able thall we be on our 
Parts to perform it. For when Sickneſs or Old 
Age comes ( the Seaſons I ſuppoſe, to which 
Sinners intend to pur off the Practice of their 
uty,) they bring a World of Troubles along 
with Them; which muſt needs weaken the 
JPowers of onr Souls, and indiſpoſe them for 


that great Work, which we have cut out for 
Them : 


OW Ea 
Thin 


that They are ſold under Sin, led captive by Satan at Rom. 7.14. 
bis Will, Now this is the Effect of thoſe finful 2 Tim. 2. 
Babits, which the Delays of a good Life, or 26. 


ſonable, nay, even' neceſſary to make haſte, and Pf, r19, 
» Idelay not to keep God's Commandments ; eſpecially 60, 


A ſhort View of the 
Them : For does not Experience teſtifie, Thi ow 
every little Indifpoſition of Body indiſpoſglf and 
our Souls alſo > Do we not find, that Sickndd po 
many times impairs our Memories, raiſes ing | nts 
ſuch Heats and Fumes as confound our Senſa} This 
and diſtract our Thonghts, if not rob us wholh "but \ 
of the preſent Uſe of our Underſtandings > Auf (elf c 
when we can neither remember, perceive, na} 1s f 
underſtand, but are all Agony, Confuſion, and 4nq « 
'Diſtra&tion, we are very unfit Perſons to per £© ha 
torm a Work, that requires a perfe& Memor,| tified 
. a ſound Judgment, and ſteady Reſolution; af gow 
perfect Memory to call to mind the may eyer i 
Failings and Miſcarriages of a long and finfill, qzay - 
Lite; A ſound Judgment to ſtate the Caſe fair- our ] 
ly between God and our own Souls; and ſteady Judg 
Reſolutions to live and die in Acts of new Obe- cannc 
dience. This 1s the leaſt we mult do, and ye $elye 
It is many times more, than what our Sicknef} ger'd 
wall ſuffer ns to perform ; the Violence of ſome] Knoy 
Diſtempers being ſuch as takes away at once, our] qyn 
Keaſon and onr Senſes, and with them all poſ4 caſe c 
ſtbility of Reging: But ſnppoſing that that i 
through the Bleſſing of God, and an extraordi-| Mem 
nary ſtrength of Nature, we eſcape this dread Powe 
tul Enemy to a late Kepentance, and arrive to] and 4 
an unrelenting Old Age ; yet we can't in&| Duty 
{on think This a proper time to begin the] Hggy 
Mortification of our Lnſts, the Renovation of| quit | 
our Natures, and Or growth in Grace, For] hut n 
18 it likely we ſhould grow in This, when raj 
we have done growing every Way, but 1n Age our D 


"W, 


and Wickednets > Or, is it poſtible to revive] and l« 
our periſhing Souls, when we# our ſelves are a] to de 
ready dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins * Or, can We ſinful 
hope to conquer wath feeble Joints and trem-|nume 
bling Knees, thoſe powerful Luits which have] there 
been ſo leng victorious over all onr braveſt ReFſhall ] 
ſolutions > © Alas! theſe Enemies which havefer En 
been all our Life-long ſtrengthning Themſelves] yigor 
againſt us, 2xe not ſo eatily maſter'd by us = Unde! 
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@ now that our Strength to reſiſt Them is decayed 
>" and gone, ſo that we cannot now reaſonably 
ckng hope to work any other Mortification upon our 
NW Lnſts, than what Age has already given Them. 
enſs)' This indeed may weaken their — in time ; 
'bollſ' but what is that to us > What Old Age of it 
Alf ſelf doth, is not our At ; nor foes it concern 
c, 009 vs further, than only to ſhew us, with Reproach 
, and Shame, what we ought to have done, viz. 
P44 to have made that Act our own, and have mor- 
nary, tified our Luſts our ſelves ; for which, we are 
1; 4 now beholden to our Old Age : So that what- 
may} eyer Goodneſs we ſhall, or can now exert, we 
lintalf may reaſonably ſuſpe& to be more the Effet of 
fair our Impotence and Weakneſs, than of a ſound 

y] Judgment and a free Choice ; and if fo, we 
Obe] cannot aſſume the Performance of it to our 
d yet Selves, becauſe, That which 1s done with hin- 
knefs ger'd and diſabled Faculties, with an imperfect 
ſome Knowledge and Conſent, is not properly our 
+0] own Af and Deed; and yet this 1s much the 
Pol caſe of old Folks, who, as [uch, are diſtemper'd, 

{{ that 1s, have all the Faculties of their Souls, the 
Drdi-] Members of their Bodies ; and in ſhort,all their 
read} Powers of Action very much worn out, cramp'd, 
e to] and diſabled. So that to Fu off the doing our 
1%| Duty to a Time of Sickneſs, or Old Age, is next 
the] Door to not doing it at all ; and therefore we 
» Of] muſt not think to put it off from Day to Day, 
For{ bur now or never reſolve upon it: For, 


(hen Laſtly, Now is the moſt proper Seaſon toedo 


Age| our Duty in. For now our Enemies are fewer, 
Vive] and leſs able to offend ns, and We more able 
e a] to defend our Selves againſt Them. Now our 
we] finful Habits are not ſo ſtrong, nor our Sins ſo 
'em-| numerous as they will be afterwards:: And 
navel therefore we have now leſs Work than ever we 
R&Fſhall have upon our Hands ;and, what 1s a great- 
avefer Encouragement, Our Facuities are now moſt 
Ives] vigorous, moſt fit to engage in this neceflary 


ow] Undertaking ; and Now too, 15 the only Tune 
now C fo 
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to ſerve God acceptably. Now 1s the proper Seaſon | out 
to exerciſe our Graces, to ſhew the Keality and | that 

- Rom. 5. 3. Strength of them ; Now, that there are proper | Act 

| James 1. Temptations both to try and improve Them, | tror 

I2. | For, *tis now in the Days of owr Youth that the | it n 

" Eccleſ. 11, World beſets us with Enchantments, and that | flio! 
9. our own Bodies turn Tempters to us : *Tis now | wh! 
that the Gaities of the World are apt to allure | Sinr 

us ! Tis now that the Unrulineſs of our Blood, T bot} 

and the ill Propenſities of the Fleſh, prompt ns | fely, 

to the Breach of thoſe Vows, which we have | they 

taken up againſt Them. So that Now 1s the{elſe 

proper Seafon for the Exerciſe of Religion. For | vice 

now, if we can reſiſt theſe unruly Motions, and | of I 

James 1. FReep our Selves unſpotted from the World, we ſhall |preſ 

27. manifeſtly prove our Faith and Piety to be fin-|be j1 

Prov. 23. Cere, which will infallibly recommend it to the | be G 

26. Divine Acceptance, and afford no little YE 'tt 

Mark 12. fa&tionto our Selves. It was therefore an Ad-;ly in 


33. vice well-becoming the Wiſdom of Solomon ;[ſeryj 
Prov. 14. Remember now thy Creator in the Days of thy Youth, | long, 
I4. while the evil Days come not, nor the Year draw nigh, | long 
Eccleſ. 12. when thou ſhalt ſay, I have no Pleaſure in them. For |by It 
;A in ſuch a Time of Trouble as Old Age 1s, Cubic 

the Wiſe Man here deſcribes, ) we cannot rea-[for a 


ſonably hope, that our Souls, without any pre-| who » 

vious Preparation, ſhould be duly qualify'd to|fore, 

Hab, 1. 13. perform any Service acceptable to Him, who is|«t-la/ 
of purer Eyes than to behold the leaſt Iniquity, Alas!jand I 

all the Faculties of our Souls will, long befars|rs dj 

that Time, be grown Reſtive for want of Exer-|the | 

ciſe and Improvement, and what 1s worſe, They|who 

-will be over-run with our Luſts and Vices. Andihad a 

Now to devote the Powers of our Souls to the'him 1 

oo - our _ when x mpg e _—_ " | No 

. x, Poſſible by our Luſts, would be #0 offer him titfledoe: 
-_ s Find the Lane, and the —— Sacrifice : And hat 
ſhould he accept ſuch an Offering at our Hands, hard t 

1 Tim. 6. Offer it now to thy Governour, ſays God, and ſee iffthat t 
T5. he will be pleaſed with Thee or accept thy Perſon *&g ex] 
Much leſs will he, who is King of Kings and -— 

0 
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t the | 1t not be very unreaſonable to expect, that God 


that | fion!d delight in thoſe Dregs. of our Lives,” 
now | which we our Selves can 'take no Pleaſure in > 
Ullure i Sinners ſurely mnſt have a very mean: Opinion 


lood,T both of God and Religion too, to think Them- 


pr ws | felves fit enongh for the Service of Both, when : 


 ] of Lords. And indeed, if Sinners would but ſpeak - 
aſon | out and tell the Truth, they muſt needs own, 
and | that their Religions Exerciſes, like all their other 
oper | Actions of Life, are at that Time of Day very. 
hem, ! tronbleſom and uneafie to Them : And would - 


- 


ave | they are diſabled and unfit for eyery thing 


 thejelſe : Though properly ſpeaking, it is no Ser- 


. For|vice, but ( as yon have ſeen) only the Effect - 
, and|of Impotence and Weakneſs, that they can then *: 
ſhall preſent kim with ; for what Vertne can there ' 
e fin-|be in Men's inſignificant Intentions to begin to 
0 the de Good, at'a time when perhaps they can't ' 
ard. !f they wonld' ) be attually Bad? This is on-' 
Jan plain Engliſh, to have the Thoughts of” 
emon ;[lerving God, when they can ſerve the Devil no: 
Youth, | longer: And what a ſad Thing is it to hve ſo” - 
p nigh, long in Wickedneſs, as at length to be forſaken + 
2, For a It > And then, when our Sins have-left us, 


n Ad-: 


which 
It rea- 


who is\«-laſt ? Why may not we find as much Grace 


Alas!jand Fayour at onr laſt Minntes as the Zabowr- Matth. 20 + 
befars irs did, who came into their Lord's Yineyard at x, 
 Exer-jthe laſt Hour, or as the Thief upon the Croſs ? Luke 23. 


4 do. s 


. Theyſwho conld not have converted Later, nor yet 


. Andiſhad a more comfartable Promiſe mide over to- 


to the!him upon his Converſion, as Late as it was. 


uch a] Now as to the former of theſe Inftances al- 
him the fledged in Favour of a late Repentance, namely, , 
AndIFhat ot the Labourers going late into the Yine-" 


Hands, hard to work ; it is by Learned Men thought, 


4 ſee iffthat the whole Defign of that Parable 1s, only | 


erſon *Ko exhibit or ſet forth to us the Juſticeand Good- 
;d Lord C qa: neſs” 


of 


{rather than we them, we will even look out ' 

for a better Maſter, and. begin to ſerve God, : 
y pre-| who never faileth Them that ſeek him-: And there- Amos 5. 33-.- 
y'd toffore, Why ſhonld he not be Gracious unto us now Pſal, 9, 10s *- 


IC 
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52 A ſhort View of he 
neſs of God, in tendring the Light and Mercies 
of the Goſpel to the Gentiles, and rewarding 
their late Acceptance of them equal with the 
Fews, that were called before us ; and ſoit reach- 
eth not in the Opinion of ſome, to the Caſe of 
private Sinners. Though I will (for once) fup- 
poſe it does ; but withal miſt obſerve, That 
this gives no Enconragement to any Sinner to 
defer the Reformation of his Life, or the Pra- 


Qice of Religion to the laſt, no, nor yet to the 


next Honr ; for ſappoſing the Eleventh Hour in 
the Parable to fignike the Laſt of onr Lives, and 


that. God did accept and reward Thoſe that | 
converted to Him then ; yet it does not appear, { 
that They who were then Hired into the Vineyard, | 
or called to Repentance, had rejected more ear- | j 
ty Invitations to it ; but whether Idleneſs, or 
whateyer was the Occaſion of their late Call 
and Converſion, this is certain, that at what 
Hour ſoever, whether at the Firſt, Sixth, or | 
Ninth, they were called, they unmedaately 0- ! j; 
beyed the Motion, and necded not a ſecond * 
Pal. 58, 5. Call. as Men now a-days do, who ſtop their Ears | |; 


at the Feice of the Charmers charming never ſo wiſely ; 


and fo they add to all thrir Sins this One, (and that . 
a very great One too,) of Obſtinacy and. In- ' 
corrigiblencſs, which render their Caſe diffe- | 
rent from the L:bonrers, it being far more un- |; 
likely that (nch ſtubborn Tempers ſhould be e- | 


ver wrought nnto Repentance and Reformation, 


eſpecially to that which is fincere ; *tis far more | 
likely that God, being by their Stubbornneſs | 


Rom. 1.28, provoked, ſhould give them over to a reprobate Mind, 


And then as to the other Inſtance of a late | 


Repentance, that of the Thief on the Croſs, Here 
I will ſuppoſe, (becanſe I know Sinners do) that 
this late Penitent's Life was as theirs 15, but one 


continued Conrſe of Wickedneſs, of which he ' 


repented not till his laſt Minutes ; and that as 
God-did gracicuſly pardon him then, ſo may 


he forgive them alſo, it they do but then repent | 


4s 
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Chriſtian Religion, WC. © 59. © 
Jas heartily as he did ; yet I hope to ſhew them, 

{that they have no reaſonable Encouragement -- 

15 from this Example, to continne in their Wick- * 

he edneſs at Prefent, in hopes of finding Mercy 

"of upon thew Repentance'at Laſt, or at a dying. 

Ot Honr, as will appear if they conſider, That - 

Þ* tis poſſible, nay probable, thatthis Thief might * 

rat | neyer have heard of the Name of Jeſus before, 

tO \or if he had, it might not haye*been propoſed 

2- *|to him with ſyfficient Mortives of Credibility ; 

the 'and 3f this ( as I could ſhew-yon we have rea-, 

'M {ſon to think ) was his Caſe, it was more his Un- * 

Ne happineſs than his Crime, that He converted. 

hat |and- believed no ſooner. Yet when He was | 

ar, converted and did believe, He lived up ſtridtly * 

rd, | to the Terms of the Goſ I, that little while ' 

Aal- he had tolive : For he here on the Croſs con- : 
Or | fefſeth his Sin ;: begs Pardon-for it;; accepts the Luke 23. | 
Puniſhment of his Iniquity'; commiſerates that un- 40, 41, 42» 
hat happy Condition that was but juſt now his 

Or [own; He pityeth the Innocent ; confeſſeth with 

' O- {bis Mouth the Lord Feſus'; believeth in his Heart. 

0nd | And theſe were the only Things he had then at 

Ears | liberty ; and therefore he. conld' do nothin 

ly; |more, to ſhew himſelf a Faithful Diſciple of 

hat 7 the Crucified Feſus. He owns him King, even when 

In- ' there was the leaſt Appearance of his being 

fle- | ſuch, and fixeth his Hope as firmly in Him-as 

un- | if all Poxer in Heaven and Earth had been already 

e E- | given to him, He ſhews an extraordinary Chart. 
on, |ty both in Opinion-and Action, in Opimon in | 
Ore | mndging our | rms to have done nothing amiſs, eg, 
His Charity in Action,. 1n- endeayonring to re- 

ind, \ claim his Fellow, by reproving him for 5: Si, <——=40, 47 
late | which he does (as St.-Chryſoſtom- obſeryes) before 

ere | he asks any Thing for himſeK. Now what 1s 

that | it that Sinners do - like this, in all ther Lite, 

ONE ] to o3ve them Hope in their Death © Can they, 

he Jwho from their Baptiſm have lived the reſt of their: 

; as | Fime to the Luſts of Mers, and =— to the Will . —_ | 

may | ptetend to an immediate ' Acceptance or the: 

_ | e C:3 Terms. 


2: Opn HT 
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54 A ſhort View of the 
Terms of the Goſpel > Can He, who lives in 0- | ſhou 
pen Contradiction to the Divine Commands, in- | tance 
tending only to conform to Them when he has ' Br 
no further Strength to-break Them, can ſuch x + this * 
one ſay, that he ſtriftly adheres: to the Cove- | ners 
nant of Grace ? Or can He, who by his long | unlet 
continued Habits of ſinning, has weakned all the obedi 
Powers of his Soul, and ſtrengthned nothing | of th 
but his Luſts ; can He (I tay ) in reaſon ſuppoſe, 4 Caſe 
that he has not made himſelf twofold more a Child - | Chri; 
of Hell than a Saint of Heaven * Can he be ſaid | then, 
to be ſtrong in Faith, who, notwithſtanding our | agair 
Saviour's Reſurrection, the Conſent /oi the beſt |from 
and wiſeſt Men, the wonderful Conqueſt made |to g1 
by the Goſpel over the Hearts and Lives of ma- |Bleſf 

Rom. 1.16, 7), ( ſhewing It to be the Power of God unto Sal- | thow | 
vation, ) who, (I ſay) notwithſtanding all this | ther 
clear Evidence of Belief,can yet ſhew themſelves | 
the only obdurate Wretches, and diſown their | but | 
Saviour, now that He 5s in his Kingdom * And | ſtand 
what reaſonable Grounds of Hope can ſnch Men | canni 
7 Joh. FREY have, who are ſo far from beip pure from their ' than 
| Sins, that they daily ftrengthen Themſelves in their |upon 
Wickedneſs* And as to their Charity, Is it poſ- |his re 
fible that they ſhould have any true Love for \Favo 
their Brother, who have little or none for them-| ' founc 
felves > How .can they commiſerate anothers \imme 
unhappy Condition, when they do not ſo much {and t 
Tohn 14, © Pity their own? Or, How can they pretend {ſtant 
IF. to any Love for God, whom they intend to at- {proc 
. 74, front all their Lite-tme, and at their Death t {earl 
ſeek him, more out of Dread and Fear of hum, [and 
than an ardent Aﬀection towards him > How hope 
ſthalf they delight in the Preſence of him here- |table 
after, whom they could nor endure to think of |ford 
here ? or ſuppoling They could hereafter reliſh [Rand 
any Pleaſure in the ſweet Society of Him, who {ing þ 
now 1s leaſt in all their Thoughts, yet what Foun- {cures 
dation have they. laid for tuch 4 Converſation in. here, 
Heaven * Alas! their Graces are all to ſeek, and Hap 
yet without theſe, it is 3mpoſlible _ - lecty 
0 


0- | ſhould ever be meet to be Partakers of the Inheri- Heb. 12. 
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in- | tance of the Saints in Light. 


as | 
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I4. 
But further, The Circumſtances and Manner of : 
: this Penitent's Death were ſuch as never any Sin- 
| ners were before Him, nor eyer can be again, 
nnleſs our Bleſſed Lord ſhonld once more become 


$ 


obedient untoDeath even theDeath of the Croſs; and one 


of thoſe, ( who defires to make this Penitent”s 


| 


Caſe his own, ) had never heard of the Name of 


Chriſt, till he chance to ſuffer with him, and 


rom our merciful High Priefi, who was pleaſed 
to give the firſt Proof of his being ſuch to this 
Bletſed Penitent, when he ſaid to Him, To day 
| rho ſhalt be with mein Paradiſe. Now (nch ano- 
{ther Incky juncture as this can never occur again, 


'( becauſe Chriſt was .not to offer himſelf often ; ) Heb. 9. 25. 


but ſuppoſing it conld, yet this ſurpaſſing the 
| ſtanding Meaſures,and Methods of God's Grace, 


;canmot be fairly drawn into Example, no more- 


'than Acts of Mercy and Oblivion from a Prince 
'npon extraordinary Occaſtons, can encourage 


1his rebellions Subjects always to expect the li 


]Favour. The only Ground whereon they can. 
'found any reaſonable Hopes of Pardon, 1s their” 


;mmediate return to their Duty and Obedience ; 


and this muſt be every Man's great Care and con- Ley.26.4 x, 
\ſtant Endeavour in reſpect to God, 1n order to-42. 
[procure Pardon and Acceptance of him. His Lnke 15. 
jcarly Application to-all the Duries of Religion, x2, &c. 
his final Perſeverance in Them,. 1s the only Job 8. 5,6. 

hope of Mercy. This is certainly moſt accep-'1 Joh. 3.3. 
'table to God, moſt ſafe to himſelf, and will af- Proy. 10.9. 
ford him the greateſt Comfort when he thall Proy. 14. 
and in the greateſt need of it, I mean, at a dy- 32. 

ing Hour : For a well-ſpent Life infallibly ſe- Pſal. 23. 4. 
cares to us (as ye have ſeen) the Favour of God Prov. 12.z. 
here, which is better than Life, and his Glory and Rom. 2. 7. 


jad 


Happineſs hereafter, which is the Life and Per- 
ſection of our Souls, 
| A ſhort 


then, by inſtantly beheving 3n him, ſhould once .. 
| again procure an extraordinary ſhare of Mer 
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A ſhort Prayer to be ſaid upon our firſt Kneeling \ {Fe04s 


down at Churcly. 


Ardon, O Lord, all my Sins, which make me 


P 


the. better, and not for, the worſe, for Jeſus Chriſt 
his ſake. - Amen. 


A ſhort Prayer to be ſaid at Church immediately 


after Prayers, or Sermon. 


B* pleaſed, O Lord, to accept this my Duty: 


and Seryice, and to 


_— the oy Wh 
Grant 1t may 


ons of it. 0 tend to my Spiritual 


better for the future ; that going from Strength to 


Strength, T may at length appear before thee in Zion, | 
Even 1N thy endo 5..r oh through Jeſus | 


Chri{t our Lord. Amen. 


A Prayer for the Divine Grace to aſſiſt us in the pur- 
formance of the various Duties mentioned in tix 
foregoing Treatiſe, 


YL. tor of Heaven and Earth, and our moſt 
merciful Father in. Chriſt Jeſus. Thou art the 
Fountain of..all Perfefions, and the very Life and: 
Happineſs of all our Souls ; we therefore thine 
unworthy Cereatures ſf:nfu! Duft and Aſhes, pre- 
ſent our Selves before Thee, to praiſe thee for: 
the infinite PerfeCtions of thy Nature, and to beg: 
of Thee the neceſſary Supplies of thy Grace and 
Holy Spirit, that we may give thee the Honour due: 
unto thy Name, and _— thee ſuitably to thy Na- 
ture, with ar holy and a.ſpiritual Worſhip, Tonon 
art of purer Eyes than to behold the leaſt Ini- 
quity ; and therefore how ſhall ſuch polluted. 
Wretches as we are. dare to approach thy dread- 
ful Majeſty, who by our Sins and Follies have. 


made our ſclyes ſo unlike to thee, who art righ- 


ECUNS: 


unworthy to come into thy Prefence, or t- 
tread thy Courts: Quicken my Devotions to Thee, 
Open my Heart to attend unto Things that ſhall by 
ſpoken, and grant that we may all come-together for, 


\ 


OST glorious Lord God, the great Crea- 


then 
'Preſc 
'havit 
Min 
and « 
tites. 
yet T 
a] S11 
GA 
[thy ] 
| that 
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ing \ [teous in all thy Ways and holy in all thy Works ? How 

then ſhall we preſume to come into thy holy 
e me [Preſence, who are defiled in our very Natures, - 
OY #4. ;having nothing but Vanity and Blindneſs in our 
"hee, Minds, Pervyerſneſs in our Wills, both ſpiritual 
1] be. {and carnal Iniquity in our Aﬀections and Appe- 
r for, (tites, and what 15 worſe, have defiled onr Selves 
hriſt. |yet much more, by our many actual and habitu- 

ja) Sins againſt thee, ſo that we are altogether 
Junworthy to approach thy Preſence, or expect. . 
tely  \thy Favour, and yet have ſo great need of both, 

[that without them, we are loſt for ever: O 
Juty: [therefore ca/# us not away from thy Preſence, and 
ecti- |take not thy Holy Spirit from us! bnt out of Pity 
tual. |to thy defeftive and diſeaſed Creatures, receive 
[hee | ws graciouſly, and beal our Souls, though we have ſin- 
th to \ned againſt Thee, Reſcue us from the Power and. 
Zn, | Bondage of our Luſts by the greater Power of 
eſus |thy Grace. Renew and purifie our corrupted Na- 
tures. Create in us aclean Heart, O God, and renew a 
right Spirit within us. Teach us a perfect Denial 
of all onr Sins, and eſtabliſh us in a ſtedfaſt Obe- 
; Cience to all thy Laws. To which End, enligh- 
| ten, our Minds to form clear and true Notions of 


c 


_ 'Thee, and open our Hearts to attend upon all the 
the. | Means that may help us to diſcharge our yarious 
| Obligations to Thee. Inſpire our Souls with thy 
heavenly Graces. Strengthen our Faith, confirm 
| our Hope, encreaſe our Love, quicken our Fear, 
. [eſtabliſh onr Truſt, infpire ns : wath Patience, 
' | Conſtancy and Sincerity, Enflame our Deyotr- 
ar]. | ns, and envigorate our Endeayours, in a faith- 
FH | ful Diſcharge of our Duty to Thee. Give 1s thy 
V2. | Grace alſo to aſſiſt us in the Peformance of owr. 
| Duty to our Neighbour, that we may ever remem- 
ber, and conſtantly obſerve thy great and righ- 
teous Law, to love him as our ſelves, and to this 
24. JEnd grant, That we may never defraud Hun of 
his Kight, but give him his due in all the Rela- 
tions towards us wherein he ſtands. Diſpoſe us 


vs: | therefore, g00d Lord, chearfully to obey Them —_ 


A. ſhort View of the | 
have the Rule over vs, whether in Church or 


State ; and bleſs them in an happy Government ! 
of us ; that under them we may lead quiet and peace- | 
able Lives in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, Bleſs all 
Sorts of Parents and Maſters ; grant that they 


may faithfnlly diſcharge the varions Duties of 
their Stations, and their reſpective Interiors 
may, ina grateful Return thereof, ever Love,Ho- 


nour, and Obey them. Grant to all Men, we be- ' 
ſeech thee. the Spirit ts think, and doall ſuch Things T 
«s be rightſul.ever adhering to thatequitable Rule, 
the d:ing as they would be dealt by, And grant us, Q 
thou Fountain of Mercy and Love, a univerſal | 


Charity towards all Men, even to our Enenues, 
that we may be ever ready both to forgive and 
alfo to provide,that they which are in need and ne- 
ceſſity bave Rigitzina ſuitable Relief of their vari- 


ous Wants; and becauſe our Prayers to Thee, | 


from whom every good and perfet Gift cometh, are 


oft the beſt and only Helps we can afford | 
them, therefore do thon, O Lord, abundantly for | 


them, more than we can ask or think. Suit thy 
Mercies according to their various Neceſlities ;; 


ſanctifie their Afiictions to them, and when thou 
{eeſt it beſt for them, give them a happy Delt | 


verance out of all their Tronbles. And Laſtly, 
Lord,.we come.unto thee for a Bleſſing upon our 


Selves, who, as we are here Living Inſtances of.. 


thine Almighty Power and Goodnefs, ſo be plea- 


ſed to make us the happy Inſtraments of thy | 


Praiſe and Glory ; towhich Purpoſe enable us to 
fubject all the Faculties of our Souls, and the 


Powers of our Bodies to thy bleſſed Will,which- 
is the Law and Perfection of 6ur reaſonable Na-. 


ture, Dire& our Underſtandings to the Know- 
ledge of thoſe glorions Manifeſtations which 


thou haſt been-pleaſed to give us of thy elf. 
Clear up onr Apprehenſions both of the Perie-. , 
Ctions of thy Nature, and the Excellency of thoſe 


PerfeCtions. Dire& our Wills to the Choice and 
Lnitation of ſuch- thy Perfections as are 1mita 


ble” 
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Chriſtian Religion, &c. 


{ble by:us. Teach us the Wiſdom to proportion 


f 


4 


j 


} 


f 


our Aﬀections of Things, according to the Na- 
tare and Value of them, that having a leſs Con- 
cern for this World, we may fear thee more, and 
love thee better : Give us a r:ght Underſtanding 
of onr Selves, of our own Inſufficiency, and or 


| our entire Dependance npon thee, that ſo we 


may not think more highly of eur ſelves than we ought 
to think, Teach us a chearful Submiſlion to thine 


- all-wiſe Diſpenſations, and in whatever State we 
us, Q. 


? 
- 


are, therewith to be content, . Endue us with a calm 
and gentle Temper of Soul, ſuch as may invite 


| thy Bleſſed Spirit to:come, and take up his Abode 


: 
! 


with «s, that through his Bleſſed Operations, we 


| may bring forth the Fruits of the Spirit in Peace, 
| Long-ſuffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, 
; and Temperance, Subdue our bodily Appetites 


to the Laws of our Reaſon, and the End of their 


Creation, ever remembring that our-Bodies are 
| the Temples of the Holy Spirit ; and that be who de- 
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| formance of theſe Duties, that we may make haſte 


vhich- 
e Na-- 


now- 
vhich 


1 ſelf.” 


Perte- 


thoſe 


e and 
mita- 


ble” 


; to affiſt vs 1n, but my 


fileth the Temple of God, him thow haſt threatned to 
Out of an holy Fear and Dread of this, 
and all other thy reaſonable Threats, grant that 
we may be eyer careful to keep under our Bodies, 
and cleanſe our Selves from all Filthineſs both of Fleſh 
and Spirit, that ſo we may (as we are in Duty 
bound) g/orifie thee in our Body, and in our Spirit, 
which are Thine ; and we not only beg thy Grace 

heavenly Wiſ dom.to ſhew 
us the reaſonableneſs and neceflity of our Per- 


and delay not to keep thy Commandments. 


with this holy Frame and Diſpoſition of Soul, 
ſo grant, that we may never loſe it, either 


rages Surprize, or wilful Neglect, but guide 
e 


us ſafely by thy Grace, through all the Dangers 
and Temptations of this, and all other Days of 


four Life ; that, eſcaping the Corruption that is in 


the World through Liſt, we may live and die thy 
faithful and obedient Servants. AND 
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ND as we defirethis Morning to enter into Foy the 
the World upon our lawtul Occafions, Morning. 


Eo 


For the 
Evening. | 


- and burt our Souls, that we may riſe in the Morn- 


Ae, and My, and ſaying inſtead of Creatures } 


A ſhort View , &c. 
AS D now, O Lord, that we are going to re- 
poſe our ſelyes, keep us from all Dangers and 
Adverſities that may happen to our Bodies, and fron | 
all evil Thoughts and Dreams, which may aſſault 


ing with a freſh ſenſe upon our Minds of thy 
Mercies to us, and a full Conviction of the abſo- 
late neceſſity of expreffing onr Thankfulneſs, not 
only with our Lips, bnt in the conſtant Obedi| 
ence of our Lives, ſpending that Strength which 
thou haſt given us, to thy Honour and Service; : 
to whom we owe our utmoſt Praiſes, for all thy 
free and undeſeryed Mercies : Therefore 

We not only pray unto thee,but defire to bleſ; 
thee for all thy Benefits from time to time con- 
ferred upon us, for thy Creation of us out of No- | 
thing. for thy Prelervation of us ever fince we had | 
a Being, for all the Accommodations of this Life, | 
and the plentiful Proviſion thou haſt made for | 
our Happineſs inthe other ; for all that thy.Son | 
our dear Redeemer, has done and ſufter'd for ns, | 
for his wonderful Incarnation. and Birth, for his 
exemplary Life, his meritorious Death and Paſl: | 
on, for his glorious Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, 
and for his ſending the Holy Ghoſt to comfort' 
us ; for all thy Saints and Servants departed this 
Life in thy true Faith and Fear, beſeeching thee 


togive us Grace ſo to follow their gocd Exam: | 


les, that with them we may be Partakers of thy | 

eavenly Kingdom : Theſe Prayers and Praates, ' 
with whatever elſe thou in thine infinite Wil- ? 
dom,ſeeſt moſt neceſſary and expedient for.ns,we | 
humbly offer up in the Name and for the Sake 
of thy Son, our bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, ; 
who has commanded us, when we pray, to lay, 
Our Father which art in, &C. 


| This Prayer may be uſed by one Perſon, on- 
Iy changing the Words We, Vs, and Our, 1nto 7, 


Creature, &C. | 
F.7 KN 1-8. ; 


